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Future  of  ‘Counter  Force’ 
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undecided,  Sherman  says 


Displaced  persons  flock 
into  land-locked  Rwanda 


hial  pneumonia.  But  help  came  too 
late.  The  baby  died. 

They  also  reported  finding  a  small 
child,  about  five  years  old,  wandering 
around  camp  crying.  He  was  lost  and 
couldn’t  speak  any  of  the  languages  of 
the  people  in  the  camp  The  mis¬ 
sionaries  gave  him  food  and  clothing 
but  have  little  hope  of  finding  his  pa- 
( Continued  on  page  3) 


By  Dianne  Randolph 

KIGALI,  Rwanda  (BP)— Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  in  Rwanda  are 
working  to  ease  the  plight  of  thousands 
of  displaced  persons  pouring  into  the 
small  East  Africa  nation  across  its 
northern  border  with  Uganda. 

Sketchy  news  reports  indicate  the 
ethnic  Rwandans  living  in  Uganda- 
many  j-eaidentsjor  more  than  20 
years— apparently  were  evicted  with¬ 
out  notice.  Reasons  are  not  clear. 

On  an  initial  trip  to  one  of  two  camps 
they  surveyed.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  Crawford  Keese  of  Rwanda 
and  Fred  Sorrells  of  neighboring 
Burundi,  brought  back  a  woman  who 
had  given  premature  birth  to  an  in¬ 
credibly  small  baby  en  route  to 
Rwanda.  The  woman  had  no  clothing 
to  cover  her  body.  The  missionaries 
clothed  her  and  took  her  to  a  hospital 
where  the  baby  was  treated  for  bronc- 


lating.  It  often  seems  the  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  (heads  of  the  20. SBC 
sponsored  agencies  and  state  news¬ 
paper  editors)  overlook  evidence  It 
seems  they  are  so  intent  on  harmony 
that  it  has  become  the  end  all  ” 

When  the  steering  committee- 
including  Chafin— meets  in  Atlanta, 
Sherman  said,  “one  of  the  things 
that  we  will  have  to  consider  is 
whether  we  will  step  back  and  let  the 
convention  be  managed  by  these 
people  (the  inerrantists).” 

“We  believe  we  have  had  some  re¬ 
straining  effect,"  he  said,  adding  that 
the  “SBC  is  caught  up  in  a  lively  de¬ 
bate  and  the  verdict  is  not  yet  in.  ” 
(Martin  is  BP  news  editor.) 


By  Dan  Martin  ident  1960  and  1961.) 

ASHEVILLE,  N.  C.  (BP)— The  fu-  “Their  party  has  been  Ip  control 
ture  of  a  group  organized  to  counter  a  since  Houston  ( 1979).  I  don’t  know  how 
“takeover”  of  the  Southern  Baptist  long  they  will  continue  to  be  in  power,’’ 
Convention  by  inerrantists  is  not  at  all 
decided,  Cecil  Sherman  says. 

Sherman,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  and  a  leader 
of  the  group  organized  two  years  ago, 
said  the  future  course  of  the  group- 
known  variously  as  the  “friends 
of  missions,”  “denominational  loy¬ 
alists”  or  “moderate-conservatives” 

—  will  be  decided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
15-member  steering  committee  Nov. 

29  in  Atlanta. 

“Our  group  will  decide  at  that  time 
whether  we  will  continue  or  not,"  he 
added,  responding  to  comments  Nov. 

15  by  Kenneth  Chafin,  pastor  of  South 
Main  Baptist  Church  of  Houston,  that 
the  group  was  being  disbanded.  Chafin 
and  Sherman  helped  to  form  the  group 
and  are  its  most  visible  leaders. 

“It  is  very  difficult  to  keep  from 
being  discouraged  on  our  side,”  Sher¬ 
man  said.  “I  understand  exactly  why 
Kenneth  said  what  he  said.  We  have 
been  trying  to  save  drowning  people 
who  don’t  want  to  be  saved;  trying  to 
alert  editors  who  don’t  want  to  be 
alerted.” 

Both  Sherman  and  Chafin  partici¬ 
pated  in  a  meeting  Nov.  12  in  Irving, 

Texas,  of  forty  denominational  lead¬ 
ers  to  discuss  the  future  and  the  state 
of  the  denomination.  It  was  chaired  by 
SBC  President  James  T.  Draper  Jr., 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Eu¬ 
less,  Texas. 


What’s  inside? 

What  day  is  Thanksgiving?  . 

$75,000  for  a  steak  dinner?  . 

Which  conventioneers  got  lollipops?  .... 

What  are  M.K.s?  .  . 

Are  Baptists  “drilling”  for  something?  . 


Where  are  you  hurting? 


Body  Life  breaks  tradition 


Moody  theology  draws 
Arkansas  resolution 


By  Dan  Martin  sion,  admitting  that  it  was  not  what 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (BP)—  many  messengers  wanted. 

Arkansas  Baptists  passed  a  strongly  Messengers  wanted  the  stronger 
worded  resolution  calling  op  Southern  wording.  Jerry  Hogan,  pastor  of  Bar- 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  trustees  ing  Cross  Baptist  Church  in  North  Lit- 
to  "consider  the  termination”  bf  theol-  tie  Rock,  presented  an  alternate  ver- 
ogy  professor  Dale  Moody  because  of  (Continued  on  page  2) 

his  views  on  apostasy  or  falling  from 
grace.  lafe't* *jL 

<*The  controversy  became  public 
Aug  16.  when  David  Miller,  director  of 

missions  of  the  little  Red  River  Bap-  M M  *<  \ 

list  Association  in  lleber  Springs,  ‘  ."T  ''i'll 

president  of  the  pastor's  conference  *CI'  fit 

and  member  of  the  executive  board.  Hf  f  W*  a  s  || 

brought  a  motion  to  the  executive  ~ 

board  calling  on  the  seminary  to  r®  '  v*  'J'lff 

•eliminate  i  these  i  heresies'- concern  ~  ~  &  %  W 

ing  Moody's  teachings.  jjjRt  * 

Miller  s  motion  was  modified  to  ask  Wf  0  j* J* ‘ * rPrf- 

Moody  to  respond  in  writing  on  his  Hi  Ifje 

stance  on  apostasy,  and  for  Seminary  ^ 

President  Roy  Lee  Honeycutt  to  ex-  •‘jwinfl 

plain  the  matter.  Moody,  who  has 

taught  at  Southern  for  41  years,  re- 

sponded  by  requesting  that  a  chapter  Tjy  ^ 

of  his  book.  The  Word  of  Truth,  be  ‘ 


(with  each  other  some  of  their  problems  and.victories  of  the  week,  their  answers  Tw  struggle  is  between  a  group  of 
to  prayer,  their  sorrows,  their  joys.  Questions  were  thrown  out:  Where  are  you  inerrantists  who  want  to  turn  the  de- 
hurting?  What  are  your  needs?  What  scripture  have  you  studied  this  week  that  nomination  to  a  more  conservative 
you  would  like  to  share?  What  are  your  prayer  requests?  The  people  readily  stance  and  those  who  wish  to  keep  it  in 

reached  out  to  each  other  in  this  way,  revealing  the  depth  of  their  care  and  the  middle  of  the  road, 

concern  for  each  other.  “There  is  a  political  party  of  iner- 

“We  oversee  the  .service,  to  see  that  all  is  done  ‘decently  and  in  order,’  ”  rantists,”  Sherman  said.  “It  is  the 
f  commented  the  pastor  later.  party  of  (Adrian)  Rogers,  (Bailey) 

He  added,  “It  has  been  amazing  to  see  the  people  take  this  concept  and  begin  to  Smith,  and  Draper.  ( Rogers,  pastor  of 

realize  they  all  have  spiritual  gifts  to  use  in  building  up  the  body.  The  scriptural  Bellevue  Baptist  Church  of  Memphis, 

basis  for  this  kind  of  activity  is  found  in  Eph.  4:11-16;  I  Cor.  12;  I  Peter  4: 10, 11;  Tenn.,  was  SBC  president  in  1979,  and 

^  and  the  obvious  activities  of  worship  of  the  early  church  in  Acts  and  I  Cor.  14.  Ray  Smith,  pastor  of  First  Southern  Bap- 
_ (Continued  on  page  2 )  tist  Churc Of  Del  City,  Okla: ,  was  pres- 

Baptist  Memorial  system 

BE  J MEMPHIS— Golden  Triangle  Re-  .  access  to  the  health  care  system's 

gional  Medical  Center  in  Columbus,  managerial  and  technical  expertise  as 
■yf"  Miss,  has  joined  the  Baptist  Memorial  well  as  participation  in  several  prog- 

y.  Healto  Care  System  through  a  shared  rams.  They  include  purchasing,  data 

^  services  agreement,  Bill  Smith,  ad-  processing,  human  resources,  nursing 
ministrative  assistant  at  Baptist  management,  Medicare  reimburse- 
Memorial  Hospital,  announced.  ment  and  organizational  consultation, 

Through  the  arrangement,  Golden  Smith  said. 

Triangle  also  gains  membership  in  “An  affiliation  with  Baptist  and  Vol- 
Voluntary  Hospitals  of  America,  a  untary  Hospitals  of  America  is  a  tre- 
Dallas-based  cooperative  that  affords  mendous  opportunity  for  us,”  said  Ed 
members  participation  in  a  variety  of  Tinnermon,  administrator  at  Golden 
cost-saving  and  revenue-producing  Triangle. 

programs.  Baptist  Memorial  also  is  Golden  Triangle  is  located  in  Lown- 
one  of  the  46  members  of  the  five-  des  County.  It  offers  a  full  range  of 
year-old  organization.  acute  care  services,  including  24-hour 

Through  its  affiliation  with  Baptist  emergency  and  newborn  intensive 
Memorial,  Golden  “ 


Buster  Wilson  leads  service 


Thanksgiving 


“To  teach  the  principle  of  serving,  everyone  must  serve  someone  else,”  said  Buster 
Wilson,  pastor /teacher.  Community  Baptist  Church.  Laurel.  During  Body  Life  time 
on  Sunday  evenings  at  Community  Church,  everyone  must  serve  someone  else,  at 
refreshments  time.  No  one  can  serve  self.  Above,  Emmy  Thompson,  member  of 
Community  Church,  serves  Elizabeth  Courtney,  of  Laurel,  a  visitor. 


Thanksgiving  is  a  time  to  enjoy  one  s 
blessings  and  to  thank  God  for  all  that  he 
has  done.  (Photo  by  David  F  Haywood, 
BSSB). 


(Continued  on  page  2) 


Triangle  receives 
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Thursday,  November  25,  1982 
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Moody  theology  draws 
Arkansas  resolution 


I 

Breaks  tradition 


l  Continued  from  page  1 ) 
ston  which  requested  “trustees  of 
Southern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  consider  the  termination  of  Dale 
Moody  and  any  other  professor  or 
teacher  or  assistant  who  advocates 
apostasy  as  true  doctrine  in  any  of  the 
teaching  institutions  under  your  direc¬ 
tion  or  supported  by  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.” 

Messengers  approved  the  stronger 
worded  resolution  by  an  estimated  85 
to  90  percent  majority,  but  only  after 
heated  debate. 

Surprise 

Moody  delivered  the  opening  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  pastor's  conference, 
preaching  on  Hebrews  10:26  and  II 
Peter  2:20,  which  he  said  “are  the 
clearest  ojf  the  48  passages  in  the  New 
Testament”  warning  against  falling 
away.  He  said  people  who  think  ‘they 
.can  believe  and  be  baptized  and  live 
like  the  devil"  are  “going  to  get  a  sur¬ 
prise  at  the  Judgment.” 

:  He  said  his  listeners  "can  bark  at  me 
with  creeds  and  confessions  and 
cliches  every  day,  but  you’re  never 
going  to  move  me  unless  it  is  with  the 
Holy  Scriptures.” 

Another  Pastor’s  Conference 
speaker,  Jimmy  Millikan,  a  New  Tes¬ 
tament  professor  at  Mid-America 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  an  in¬ 
dependent  school  in  Memphis,  Tenn  , 
suggested:  “If  I  come  to  the  concept 
that  baptism  is  necessary  to  salvation, 
when  I  ought  tp  be  honest  and  join  the 
Campbell  ites^if  I  come  to  the  concept 
tliat  the  Bible  teaches  apostasy,  then 
^y  the  same  logic  I  ought  to  be  honest 
and  join  some  other  church.  ” 

Moody,  when  told  of  the  resolution, 
commented:  “Apparently  very  ffew 
Arkansas  baptists  even  botheredfto 
read  Chapter  55  of  my  book.  If  they  hlad 
read  the  chapter,  they  would  have 
learned  that  my  interpretation  of  the 
New  Testament  teachings  on  apostasy 
is  supported  on  every  passage  from 
the  writings  of  A.  T.  Robertson,  who 
taught  at  Southern  for  <6  years.  " 

He  noted  he  has  been  teaching  his 
beliefs  for  41  years  and  Robertson  for 
45 before  him.  “It  is  utterly  inconceiv¬ 
able  that  it  suddenly  has  become  a 
fieresy’.” 


Moody,  67,  said  it  is  “dishonest  to 
claim  that  the  term  security  of  the  be¬ 
lievers’  is  a  biblical  term  ...  I  have 
pointed  out  that  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  the  term  in  Baptist  literature  be¬ 
fore  Aug.  5,  1841. .  .  It  entered  into 
Southern  Baptist  literature  on  May  3, 
1873  Surely  they  (Arkansas  Baptists) 
know  the  New  Testament  was  written 
before  that  date.” 

He  added:  “If  I  have  in  any  way  de¬ 
parted  from  the  Bible,  which  I  believe 
from  Genesis  through  Revelation,  let 
someone  write  out  why  he  thinks  I 
have  departed  from  the  Bible,  and 
then  give  me  equal  space  to  reply 

Moody  said  he  “does  not  intend  to 
retire  or  to  resign  until  my  retirement 
time  (age  70)  under  pressure.  I  may 
retire  this  year,  or  this  coming  year,  if 
this  pressure  is  removed 
Discussing  issue 

Southern  Seminary  President  Roy 
Lee  Honeycutt  said  the  seminary  ad¬ 
ministration  has  been  discussing  the 
issue  with  Moody  “since  I  came  to  of  ¬ 
fice”  in  the  spring  of  1982.  He  added 
that  he  “has  notj  been  inundated  by 
complaints  .  .  .  only  one  person  (Mil¬ 
ler)  has  raised  the  issue.” 

He  said  Southern  “is  not  ignoring  the 
issue,  but  is  trying  to  take  a  deliberate 
approach  rather  than  rushing  head¬ 
long  My  position  now  is  that  we  are 
going  to  continue  Dr.  Moody  teaching 
and  are  weighing  soime  way  to  strike  a 
balance."  4 

Of  the  resolution.  Honeycutt  said  the 
seminary  “will  receive  it  and  will  re¬ 
spond  to  it  with  integrity  and  serious¬ 
ness,  hearing  their  concerns.  I  think 
that  is  all  they  intend  for  us  to  do.  I 
think  we  ought  to  avoid  any  precedent 
which  would  suggest  there  has  been  a 
change  in  the  historic  Baptist  polity 
concerning  the  relationship  of  a  state 
convention  to  an  SBC  agency  or  in¬ 
stitution.”  I 

Honeycutt  said  his  main  concern  is 
the  Abstract-df  Principles,  which  is 
signed  by  every  professor  at  the  semi¬ 
nary.  Moody  first  signed  it  when  he 
joined  the  faculty  in  1944,  and  again  in 
1980.  when  he  became  a  senior  profes¬ 
sor. 

Honeycutt  said  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
Moody  suggesting  several  options  to 


resolve  the  conflict.  One  was  retire¬ 
ment,  which  Moody  has  declined.  He 
did  retire  at  age  65  in  1980,  then  served 
two  terms  as  a  senior  professor  and 
currently  is  “at  the  midpoint  of  a  five 
year  contract.”  He  no  longer  has  te¬ 
nure,  and  faces  mandatory  retirement 
at  age  70. 

The  president  said  Moody  “will  be 
teaching  next  semester.  The  students 
have  already  preregistered  for  his 
classes,  and  it  would  be  disruptive  for 
us  to  take  action.” 

Moody  has  asked  for  and  received  a 
leave  of  absence  from  June  1,  1983 
through  July  30,  1984  Whether  he 
would  return  for  the  1984-85  school 
year  is  unresolved. 

“The  issue  we  are  confronting  is  a 
man  who  has  taught  here  more  than  40 
years,  who  has  made  a  tremendous 
contribution  and  is  now  in  the  last  few 
months  of  his  teaching.  1  do  not  think  it 
would  serve  any  good  cause  ( to  ask  for 
his  resignation  or  retirement)"  Hon¬ 
eycutt  said,  adding  any  official  action 
would  have  to  be  taken  by  the  trustees 
at  a  “regular  meeting’’  which  would 
not  convene  until  April  12-13. 

( Martin  is  BP  news  editor.) 


SBG  leaders  discuss 
depths  of  differences 


( Continued  from  page  1  > 
of  SBC  agencies  and  in  the  literature 
and  books  published  by  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  , 

•" -The  third  concerns  coverage  of  the 
Jytews  of  inerrantists  in  denomina¬ 
tional  press.  The  fourth  asks  if  assur¬ 
ances  can  be  provided  “that  those 
theologians  and  denominational 
(executives  who  do  not  adhere  to  iner¬ 
rancy  can  be  counted  upon  to  state 
•publicly,  clbarly,  and  unambiguously 
^ecisely  what  they  do  believe  without 
"hesitancy  and  without  duplicity?” 

•  The  fifth  seeks  assurances  that  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  inerrantists  will  not  be 

Sgarassed  in  state  or  SBC-related  in¬ 
stitutions. 

jj2His  sixth  question  raises  the  issue  of 
Sghancial  support.  “Is  there  a  plan  by 
which  all  Southern  Baptists  may  par¬ 
ticipate  together  in  a  cooperative  way 
without  the  necessity  of  supporting 
that  which  is  morally  and  theologi¬ 
cally  repugnant  to  them?  The  question 
here  is  not  that  of  funding  some  things 
about  which  there  is  disagreement 
.  The  question  relates  to  the  funding  of 
^hat.  which  to  us,  is  unconscionable.  " 

Radical  revision 

Pattersqn  noted  he  is  aware  the 
answer  coind  result  in  a  “radical  revi¬ 
sion”  of  the  denomination’s  unified 
giving  plan,  the  Cooperative  Program. 

He  told  Baptist  Press  he  believes 
“There  is  either  going  to  have  to  be  a 
revision  of  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram — not  an  abolition,  merely  a 
restructuring — or  it  will  suffer  some 
enormous  trauma.  That  is  not  a  threat, 
but  just  an  observation  of  what  I  see 

developing."  . 

Patterson  said  he  would  “be  very 
comfortable”  supporting  the  Home 
and  Foreign  Mission  Boards,  but 
“could  not  support  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  on  Public  Affairs  or  the 
Christian  Life  Commission,,  as  pre¬ 
sently  structured."  He  declined  to  say 
whether  he  could  support  the  SBC 
-  seminaries  or  the  other  agencies 
iSwithout  giving  it  extensive  thought  ~  .  j  rr^  •  I 

feency  by  agency  Golden  Triangle 

^Adrian  Rogers,  who  raised  the  issue  •  •  .ri  jict 

denominational  support  in  an  inter-  JOlIlte  L>dpUSl  j 

>w  in  Rome,  Ga.,  last  spring,  reiter- 
iw  believes  selective  support  of 
"agencies  which  he  can  agree  theologi¬ 
cally  is  “second  best.  I  think  the  best 
way  is  to  believe  alike  and  to  work  to- 
cether  ” 

Substantial  difference 

t,.  Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist 
Ghurch  in  Memphis,  and  former  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  SBC.  added :  “I  don’t  think 
we  accomplished  very  much  except  to 
agree  there  is  a  substantial  difference. 

It  is  more  than  rhetoric,  more  than 

•  politics,  more  than  semantics.  The 
i  challenge  before  us  is  to  see  at  what 

points  we  can  cooperate  without  com¬ 
promising  basic  convictions. 


Allen 


Harbuck  commented  he  “feels  a  lot 
like  Charles  Dickens  in  the  Tale  of  Two 
Cities.  It  was  the  best  of  times  and. the 
worst  of  times."  He  added  the  positive 
side  was  the  sharing  of  ideas  but  noted 
there  was  no  agreement  us  to  ways 
these  differences  “can  be  composed  in 
terms  of  denominational  life.” 

He  said  that  “our  differences  are 
probably  wider  than  they  have  ever 
been;  our  diversity  is  greater  th^n  it 
has  ever  been."  He  said  he  believes 
“our  confession  of  faith  and  our  com¬ 
mitment  to  evangelism  and  missions, 
to  the  priesthood  of  the  believer  and 
the  autonomy  of  local  churches  will 
permit  us  to  stay  together  in  great 
dynamic  unity  as  a  denomination.” 

Harbuck  added  he  believes  the  de¬ 
nomination  can  remain  intact,  “pro¬ 
vided  that  the  judgmental  spirit  and 
exclusivistic  posture  of  fundamen¬ 
talism  does  not  insist  upon  a  narrow¬ 
ing  of  our  common  faith  to  the  point 
that  many  significant  segments  of 
Southern  Baptist  life  are  excluded 
“There  is  a  strong  tide  of  neofun¬ 
damentalism  in  Southern  Baptist  life. 
The  thing  that  is  distressing  to  me  is 
that  fundamentalism  is  accompanied 
by  ah  exclusivist  character.  Fun¬ 
damentalists  give  others  the  right  to 
hold  different  views,  but  insist  their 
view  is  the  only  right  and  the  only  Bap¬ 
tist  view.  They  also  would  exclude 
other  views  from  the  Baptist 
framework,”  Harbuck  said. 

He  concluded,  however,  that  “we 
have  all  imbibed  the  fundamentalist 
spirit  and  have  not  understood  fully 
the  fact  that  the  heritage  which  calls 
-us  to  be  obedient  to  our  own  conscience 
also  calls  others  to  be  obedient  to  their 
own  consciences.” 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention- 
Board.  was  the  only  Mississippian 
known  to  be  in  the  meeting. 

Dan  Martin  is  news  director  for  Bap¬ 
tist  Press. 
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Steadman  s  book  Body  Life,  is  a  basic  study  in  \jyhat  we  do  also."  , . 

Community  Baptist  Church  was  begun  in  February,  1980,  by  a  small  group  of 
believers  meeting  in  homes.  They  f^st  rented  a  building  on  Fifth  Avenue,  Laurel, 
but  later  bought  a  2‘<2  acre  site  on  Audubon  Road,  and  a  double  wide  trailer  in 
which  they  now  meet.  Wilson  is  full  time  pastor  of  the  congregation,  which  totals 
around  85. 

Men  of  the  church  are  constructing  a  sanctuary  on  t[ie  property  beside  (the 
trailer.  But  the  pastor  pointed  out,  “We  are  the  building,  as  we  work  on  this 
fellowship— not  that, one  out  there,  the  physical  structure  we  are  putting  up.’ 

At  7: 10  p.m.  came  break  time.  All  those  present  went  back  to  the  “meal”  afea 
in  a  back  corner  of  the  trailer  chapel,  to  serve  fruits  and  drinks.  Everyone  served 
someone  else.  No  one  could  serve  self.  Every  visitor  was  served  refreshments; 
every  visitor  was  introduced  to  every  Community  church  member  present.  The 
purpose  of  the  refreshment  time,  done  thus,  said  the  pastor,  “is  to  teach  the 
principle  of  serving.” 

“This  Body  Life  service,”  he  said,  “has  brought  to  our  church  over  200  visitors 
this  year.  We  love  it  and  much  more  importantly,  God  is  blessing  it”  1 

At  7:25,  the  worship  time  resumed  for  Bible  teaching,  verse-by-verse  study 
That  evening  the  pastor  was  teaching  Ephesians  2:1-10,  the  first  of  a  four-part 
series  on  “eternal  security,”  He  distributed  printed  outlines  of  his  message.  Pew 
Bibles  had  been  provided  so  that  each  person  present  could  follow  the  study  with 
an  open  Bible. 

Another  unusual  feature  of  the  church  is  the  fellowship  family  concept.  ‘"Hie 
fellowship  family  is  a  gathering  of  Christians  who  meet  regularly  for  fellowship, 

Bible  study,  and  for  bearing  one  another’s  burdens.”  (Attenders  or  members  51U11CU  ICO  nvt  “***B  - - - -  (( 

who  wish  to  participate  in  this  “commit  themselves  to  mutual  spiritual  develop-  and.  Puerto  Rico  to  remember  you 
ment  under  the  leadership  of  an  elder  of  the  church.”  The  church  has  both  =«  linkpd  to  the  purpose  oi  ood- 
deacons  and  elders. ) 

Also  the  church  has  a  weekly  radio  program,  the  Week  End  Show,  Sunday 
nights,  10  to  midnight,  on  WNSL,  Laurel-Hattiesburg.  It  won  a  statewide  award 
last  summer  from  the  Mississippi  Broadcasters  Association  for  the  most  original 
program  or  series  aired  on  an  A-A  market  station.  It  is  produced  by  Pastor 
Wilson,  formerly  of  Richland,  who  has  13  years  of  broadcast  experience. 

This  church  has  discovered  the  freedom  to  try  new  directions. 


David  Allen 
commissioned 

by  HMB 

ATLANTA  (BP)— Union  Baptist 
Church  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  recently 
hosted  a  Home  Mission  Board 
ommissioning 
service— the  first 
time  such  a  service 
has  been  held  in 
a  Black  Southern 
Baptist  church. 
There  were  102 
missionaries  ap¬ 
pointed. 

Emmanuel  Mc- 

_  Call  director  of 

the  HMB’s  black  church  relations  de¬ 
partment,  preceded  the  commission¬ 
ing  of  102  home  missionaries  with  an 
explanation  of  the  black  worship  ex¬ 
perience.  McCall  outlined  three  as¬ 
pects  of  black  worship-recognizing 
God  for  who  He  is,  worshipping  God 
through  personal  experience  and  wor¬ 
shipping  God  through  sustaining  lov¬ 
ing  relationships  with  others. 

Gerald  Palmer,  HMB  vice  president 
of  missions,  challenged  tog,  102  mis¬ 
sionaries  working  in'25  states,  Canada 


Chaplains  from  across  the  state  gathered  for  a  banquet  at  the  Baptist  Building  the 
evening  of  Nov  8,  during  the  convention.  They  elected  new  officers,  left  to  right:  Ed 
Dowdy,  chaplain  at  the  V. A  hospital  in  Gulfport,  president ;  Robert  Jones,  chaplain  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  secretary:  and  J.  C.  Renfroe,  director  of 
missions,  Rankin  Baptist  Association,  vice  president.  Carl  Hart.  Home  Mission  Board, 
SBC,  was  guest  speaker.  •  , 

Convention  candids 


FCC  tells  •.  i  : 
of  channels 

WASHINGTON  (BP)— Adminis- 
strators  of  several  Southern  Baptist 
colleges  pnd  seminaries  including 
Mississippi  College  met  with  officials 
of  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  (FCC)  Oct.  29  iq a  semi¬ 
nar  on  educational  television. 

The  schools  represented  in  the  in¬ 
formation  meeting  are  in  cities  where 
a  non-commercial  educational  chan¬ 
nel  is  allocated  by  the  F'CC  but  not 
licensed.  The  educators  heard  SBC  ojf- 
ficials  discuss  eligibility,  financing 
and  application  for  and  use  of  the  vat- 
ant  channels. 

The  FCC  contingent  included  two  of 
the  agency’s  seven  commissioner^, 
Anne  Jones  and  Stephen  Sharp,  and 
three  top  staff  persons.  Jimmy  R.  Al¬ 
len,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Radio  and  Television  Commission 
(RTVC)  and  American  Christian  t 
Television  (ACTS),  chaired  the  meet¬ 
ing  l 

The  FCC  has  reserved  615  TV  chan¬ 
nels  for  non-commercial  educational 
use,  like  those  associated  with  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Broadcasting  Service  and  many 
colleges  and  universities.  About  258 
are  in  operation. 

If  licensed  by  the  FCC,  the  educa¬ 
tional  stations  would  carry  cultural 
and  educational  programming,  much 
of  which  will  be  produced  locally.  In 
addition  they  can  broadcast  the  prog¬ 
ramming  of  the  ACTS,  the  proposed 
Southern  Baptist  TV  network 
The  educational  stations  would  dif¬ 
fer  from  the  125  low-power  stations 
planned  for  ACTS  and  would  be  owned 
by  the  s  chools  or  related  groups.  Cable 
televisions  systems  are  required  to 
carry  the  signal  of  local  educational 
stations. 


are  linked  to  the  purposed  God¬ 
proclaiming  the  Good  News  in  Jesus 
Christ  whicli  heals  the  sick,  brings 
wholeness  to  broken  lives  and  a  home 
to  the  homeless.” 

Forty-five  of  the  missionaries,  in¬ 
cluding  David  Allen  of  New  Albany, 
Miss.,  are  church  planter  apprentices 
or  otherwise  working  in  church  exten¬ 
sion. 

The  second  largest  number  of  mis¬ 
sionaries,?22.  were  commissioned  to 

work  with  the  HMB’s  Christian  social 
ministries  department. 

Preaching  , 
workshop  is 
coming  stion 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Preaching 
Conference  for  1982  will  be  held  Dec.  13 
and  14atSouthside  Church  in  J ackson 
The  theme  is 
“Today’s  Pulpit, 
Today’s  People," 
and  the  purpose  is 
to  have  an  in-depth 
wbrkshop  on  Bible 
preaching,  focusing 
on  preparation  and 
delivery,  according 
[to  Leon  Emery,  di- 
Barry  rector  of  the  Church 

Administration  and  Pastoral  Minis¬ 
tries  Department,  sponsor  of  the  con¬ 
ference. 

The  conference  will  begjn  all.  £i£ 
on  Monday  aqd  close  at  3:30  p.m.  on 
Tuesday,  There  will  be  four  sessions. 
Reservations  may  be  made  by  sending 
$10  to  Leon  Emery  at  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Miss.  39205. 

Principal  speakers  for  the  confer¬ 
ence  include  Earl  Craig,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jackson;  James  Barry, 
consultant  in  the  pastoral  ministries 
section  of  the  Church  Administration 
Department  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board;  Peter  McLeod,  pastor  of  First 
Church.  Hattiesburg;  and  Guy  Hen- 
i  dcson,  evangelism  director  for  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists. 

Janies  Beasley,  minister  of  music  at 
First  Church,  Crystal  Springs,  will  di¬ 
rect  the  music  for  the  conference. 


Tom  Gambrell.  manager.  Baptist  Book  Store,  and  Bill  Baker,  pastor,  First  Church, 
Clinton,  discuss  the  latest  selections  displayed  in  the  Baptist  Book  Store  exhibit  at 
the  convention. 
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Kids  of  convention-goers  lick  their  lollipops  while  listening  to  a  story  read  by  Mrs. 
Oscar  Williams  in  the  day  care  center  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 


(Contirtued  from  page  1) 
care  facilities  The  hospital  just  com¬ 
pleted  a  construction  program  and  has 
opened  200  of  its  276  beds.  Tinnermon 
said. 

Golden  Triangle  becomes  the  ninth 
institution  to  affiliate  with  the  health 
care  system  owned  by  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  Arkansas,  Mississippi  and 
Tennessee.  The  2,068-bed,  three-unit 
ist  Memorial  Hospital  in  Mem- 
_  Is  the  system  s  flagship.  Other 
’acilities  are  in  Ripley,  Covington  and 
Union  City,  Tenn.;  Hardy.  Forrest 
City  and  Corning,  Ark.;  and 
Booneville,  Miss 
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Medicare  Supplement 

Policy  Form  MC-78 

•  Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  jiay 

Benefits  start  from  first  day  J  Optional  i  A  Guaranteed  renewable 
Pays  in  addition  to  Medicare  or, any  insurance  you  may  have 


Benefits  For: 

Hospital  entrance  fees  Blood  transfusions 

Doctors  fees  Ambulance 

Private  room  expense  Nursing  Home 

Registered  nurse  ,  ,  \  Extended  stay 


Billy  Ingram,  pastor  of  Freedom  Baptist  Church,  Lautol,  gets  .his  blood  pressure 
taken  by  Yolunda  Hooker,  student  practical  nurse  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medica 
Center  This  was  one  of  the  procedures  taking  plac^  at  the  hospital  s  exhibit  boot 
during  -the  state  Baptist  convention 


Also  available 

•  Hospital  surgical  KnrmKni  and  major  medical 

i  Kurin  H02  1 

•  Guaranteed  issue  life  No  health  questions 


For  full  information  fill  out  coupon  and  mail  to: 

OLD  SOUTHERN  PROFESSIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
P.  O.  Drawer  2157  703  Hi-Way  80  West 

Clinton,  MS  39056 
if*  (601)924-1119 

Name _ i _ _ _ <■'-  ■  r  j _ ’  •  hi _ Age _ 

Street  _  .  _  _ •  ■  f  d _ ; _ 

City. — -  State  — _  - _ 

Phone  ... _ _ _ 

l  nrlci  wnthii  l>\  n|<|  S.  Mill  Hill  I 


Zip _ 

Montgomery 
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Bible  Drill  clinics 
slated  for  December 


Bible  Drill  clinics  will  be  conducted 
Dec.  6  to  9  in  15  locations  in  NorthMis- 
sissippi,  according  to  Kermit  S.  King, 
director  of  the  Church  Training  De¬ 
partment  In  addition  there  will  be  two 
special  clinics  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  state  Dec.  13  and-14.  King  added. 

“The  clinics  are  designed  as  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  persons  who  have  been 
asked  to  work  with  children  and  youth 
in  their  Bible  Drills.  They  will  be  spe¬ 
cially  profitable  for  persons  who  have 
not  previously  helped  boys  and  girls 
prepare  for  participation  in  the  drills 
sponsored  by  the  Church  Training  De¬ 
partment,”  King  said. 

Special  workers  leading  these 
clinics  include  Ron  Shearer  o 
Brookhaven,  T.  0.  Winstead  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  Vivian  Reeves  and  Lillian  Walters 
of  Jackson,  Reuben  Moore  of 


Fields 


MasterLife  Workshop  to 
be  held  in  Tupelo  / 

A  MasterLife  Workshop  for  Missis-  ^k^i^v^ipling?tudyand 

sippi  will  ^‘dc^  “Stators  for  this  first  of  three 

Harrisburg  Chur  ,  P«  •  M  ter.  workshops  scheduled  for  Mississippi 

?! Sday  in  1983  will  be  Leo  Barker  of  Baldw^T, 
Life  staff  consultant  for  the  Ninaay  ^  ^  Jackson  Ken  McMUlan 

Sch™*  M°a.rdi  ?fern^u[tant forMis-'  of  Byhalia.  Linda  Goff  of  EUisviUe, 
proved  MasterLife  consultant  for  Mi  fouiam  H  Hardy  Jr.  and  Nancy 

Sissippi,  acting  to  Ker^u  S_  Kijg.  Columbus,”  King  added, 

director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  a  registratjon  fee  of  ^  is  required 

^tarLife  is  a  sequential,  de-  in  advance,  he  pointed  out.  Registry 
velopmental  group-disapling  prog-  tion  informabon  ^available from  the 

JamSving  die  u£  of  special  mate-  Church  Trailing  Department 
ram  invoivi i  ^  *VL  S  who  other  workshops  scheduled  for  1983 

nais  available  only  to  PerWMwJJ  M  23  t0  £  at  second  Avenue 

C^^h.  Laurel.  andNov.  28  to  “ec.  2 
rfPAim  Mactori.ifp  crrmins  meet  for  26  at  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly. 


them  filled  him  with  compassion.  He  wept  for  them.  He 
compared  them  with  fields  ready  to  be  harvested.  He 
urged  his  disciples  to  get  on  with  the  business  6f  bring¬ 
ing  the  lost  to  the  Father.  He  pleaded  with  them  to  pray 
for  more  workers. 

Jesus’  twentieth-century  disciples  still  heed  his  words. 

That’s  why  Southern  Baptists  observe  the  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions.  From  November  28 
through  December  5,  they  will  gather  in  homes  and 
churches  to  pray  for  lost  people.  They  will  also  pray 
that  more  men  and  women  will  respond  to  Gods  <fall  to 
missionary  service. 

The  week  of  prayer  will  culminate  with  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions.  This 
year’s  national  goal  is  $58,000,000.  It  will  go  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  approximately  5,200  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  in  %  countries  who  are  working  to  bring  in  the 
harvest. 


Prayer 
for  Foreign 
Missions 


Med  center’s  REW  will 
highlight  Swor,  Taylor 


Religious  Emphasis  Week,  Nov. 
29-Dec.  3,  at  Mississippi  Baptist  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  will  be  highlighted  by  Ches¬ 
ter  Swor,  full-time  religious  speaker, 
and  Sarah  Taylor,  whose  husband, 
Howard  Taylor,  is  pastor  at  Arlington 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  Pascagoula. 
Mrs.  Taylor  will  present  a  special 
program  at  noon  on  Monday  and 


music. 

Tuesday  prior  to  Swor’s  message. 

A  coffee  for  MBMCVfaculto  and 
guests  Sfcor  and  Tajlor  vRlRkJtk  oft 
the  week  at  10  a.m.  Monday.  At  1  p  m. 
Monday  Chester  Swor,  Sarah  Taylor 


lb  MBMCfsf  subway  audUofidm  o* 
Monday,  Nflv  29,  and  Tuesday,  Nov 


‘The  harvest  is  plentiful, 
but  the  laborers  are  few 


and  the  Religious  Emphasis  Week 
Team  will  dine  together.  At  3:30  p.m. 
Monday  there  will  be  a  question  and 
answer  time  led  by  Mrs.  Taylor. 

The  medical  center’s  Religious  Em¬ 
phasis  Week  was  coordinated  by 
Melissa  Hux,  chairman  of  the  service 
committee  and  a  senior  practical  nurs¬ 
ing  student;  Karen  Wolverton,  BSU 
president  and  a  senior  radiologic 
technology  student;  and  Kathy  Bear¬ 
den,  director  of  student  activities  at 
MBMC.  Miss  Bearden  said  that  the 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price  binding  end  *tyle  to  meet  every 
need  Quality  workmenehip  guererkeed 
Write  lor  ilkistrated  price  lolder. 
Internationally  known  spec* kits" 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  JOSC  -  Greenwood.  Mite.  3MK 


November  28  through  December  5 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 

National  goal:  $58,000,000 _ _ _ _ _ . 

flock  to  Rwanda  sa  in 


i  CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  e  Pews  «  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 

P  O  Box  53’',  Brandon,  MS  39042 
Call  Collect  601-825-1955 


Displaced  persons 


border  and  estimate  about  120.000 
people  may  eventually  return  to 
Rwanda,  according  to  John  R  Cheyne.  \) 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board's  senior 
huifian  needs  consultant. 

The  Baptist  Mission  of  Rwanda,  an 
organizaiton  of  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  country,  is  using 
$10,000  of  relief  funds  from  the  F oreign 
Mission  Board  to  distribute  medicine. 
Clothing  and  soap  in  cooperation  with 
the  Rwandan  government.  They  are 
using  $65,000  of  hunger  relief  funds  to 
purchase  food  and  utensils  for  prepar- 
j  and  distributing  food.  Some  food 
and  water  is  available 
The  Baptist  Union  of  Rwanda  has 
provided  two  volunteer  teams  to  help 
tackle  the  problem  One,  under 
Keese's  supervision,  is  building  a  base 
camp  where  various  relief  agencies 
will  store  supplies.  The  other  is  or¬ 
ganizing  worship  services  and  other 
ministries  for  the  camp  residents. 

Establishing  measureable  goals  and  1  Meanwhilet  plans  call  for  housing 
planning  strategies  to  reach  them  are 
two  thinks  many  church’s  never  do. 

A  serpinar  is  on  the  way  to  help 
church  leaders  learn  how.  A  Church 
Long-Range  Planning  Regional  Semi- 
nar  is  planned  for  Feb.  14-16, 1983  to  be 

held  at  the  Baptist  Building  in  ^ 


To  order,  send  $5.00  each 

John  R.  Bisagno 
First  Baptist  Church 
P.  0.  Box  55158 
Houston,  Texas  77255 


reached  30.000  by  late  October  and  ap¬ 
pealed  for  food,  clothing  and  medicine 
to  help  cope  with  the  problem  Rwanda 
is  already  one  of  the  most  densely- 
populated  countries  in  Africa  with  a 
population  of  more  than  five  million 
squeezed  into  ?n  area  the  size  of  Mary- 

land.  / 

United  Nations  officials  say  about 
1 .000  people  a  day  continue  to  cross  the  ing 


Why  do  so  many  persons; 
self-esteem?  M  B. 


Low  self-esteem  is  the  number  one 
American  family  disease.  It  is  taught 
and  caught  in  families,  bften  per¬ 
petuated  by  the  sclibol  system  and  by 
many  preachers  and-church  leaders. 

Contrary  to  popular  preaching  and 
some  “religious"  music,  we  are  not 
worms  or  creatures  of  1  it  tie  worth .  God 
thought  us  worthy,  or  he  would  not 
have  created  us.  Christ  thought  us 
worthy,  or  he  would  not  have  died  to 
redeem  us,  and  he  taught  that  we 
ought  to  love  others  as  we  do  our¬ 
selves.  Self-love  or  self-affirmation  is 
different  from  self-glory  or  self¬ 
elevation,  which  is  thinking  “more 
highly  than  we  ought  to  think 

Someone  has  said  that  children  are 
good  listeners  but  poor  interpreters. 


Custom  design 
•  Installation 
•  Sales 
•  Semico 

*  Specislets  in  church 
sound  reinforce  wi*t 


of  the  year.  30  day  money  dm* 
guarantee.  *3.00  Wayne  Couch,  Rt 
5,  Box  157A,  Natchez.  MS  39120- 

FOR  SALE;  1968  International  88 
PASSENGER  BUS.  Model  No. 
1700:  Motor  and  Transmission 
newly  rebuilt.  Good  tires^kb^ 
$2,000.00.  Contact  Wildwood  Bnp-: 
tist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  2125,  Laura, 
MS  39440,  (001)  040-8302. _ • 


“Christian  Witness  through  Healing  Arts” 

"Christian  Witness  Through  the  Healing  Arts,'  the  first  quarterly  Christian  fellow¬ 
ship  program  sponsored  by  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  s  Baptist  Student 
Union  deal  t  with  witnessing  in  medical-related  jobs.  Panelists  were,  from  left  to  right, 
Caroline  Grant.  MBMC  social  worker;  D.  J  McWhorter,  radiation  therapy  technician; 
Beverly  Smith.  MBMC  staff  obstetrician  and  gynecologist;  and  Gene  Rester,  program 
emcee  and  chief  x-ray  technologist  in  MBMC  s  Cath  Lab.  Students  from  all  health- 
related  schools  and  other  interested  persons  were  invited.  Smith  and  Kathy  Bearden, 
MBMC  s  director  of  Student  Activities,  organized  the  program 
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To  “look  at  the  fields 


ISu*U  MitSMfU 

OUR  CHURCH 
60AU _ _  _ 


^  When  the  Master  admonished  us  to  that  are  too  great  to  keep  up  with. 
"UookattheFields  (John4.35.NIV».  But  most  of  us  can't  go.  Inthefirst 
thtere  is  a  possibility,  perhaps  even  a  place,  a  great  number  of  us  are  far  too 
probability,  that  he  was  not  trying  to  old  to  be  commissioned  as  career  mis- 
shame  us  into  working  but  simply  sionaries.  We  still  can  look  at  the 

realized  that  once  we  had  allowed  our-  fields,  however,  as  we  search  for  un¬ 

selves  to  observe  what  was  going  on  derstandingthroughprayer.  TheMas- 
around  us  and  the  ever  present  need  ter  will  point  out  the  need  for  harvest 
we  would  realize  that  our  place  is  in  the*  and  we  will  understand  that  we  need  to 
fields  and  that  we  need  to  be  there  as  be  involved  immediately.  Because  of 

quickly  as  possible.  the  fact  that  we  can't  go  to  the  foreign 

Look  at  the  fields  '  is  the  theme  for  field  personally,  we  will  understand 

the  1982  Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  that  the  alternative  that  is  offered  to  us 

Missions  and  the  Ixittie  Moon  Christ-  is  to  provide  a  way  of  helping  others 
mas  Offering.  who  are  already  there  by  helping  them 

There  is  not  much  most  of  us  can  do  financially  The  money  that  we  can 
about  making  our  way  personally  to  a  send  can  help  them  immeasurably  in 
foreign  nation  to  get  involved  in  the  preparing  for  and  taking  care  of  the 
harvest  that  is  beginning  to  be  expert-  harvest, 
enced  all  over  the  world.  In  his  closing 

address  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  We  will  have  to  be  careful  in  apply- 
Convention.  Foreign  Mission  Board  ing  this  process,  however  There  is  a 
President  Keith  Parks  told  us  that  the  field  right  around  each  of  us ;  and  as  we 
harvest  is  truly  under  way  in  numbers  lift  up  our  eyes  through  prayer  to  look 


at  the  fields  that  are  across  interna-  workers  to  go  to  fhe  fields  to  help  with 
tional  boundaries,  there  is  a  great  the  harvest  that  is  waiting, 
likelihood  that  we  will  also  see  the  one  The  na  tional  goal  for  the  Lottie  Moon 

that  is  just  across  our  property  line.  Offering  is  958  million.  This  all  will  go 
And  once  we  have  seen  it.  we  will  be  to  the  foreign  fields  to  be  used  in  help- 
convinced  of  our  need  to  be  at  work  in  it  ing  to  gather  the  harvest.  The  need  is 
to  help  with  the  harvest  there.  great.  This  amount  of  money  will  pro- 

This  is  the  season  of  emphasis  on  vide  about  46  percent  of  the  Foreign 
foreign  fields,  however,  and  we  need  to  Mission  Board's  total  budget  for  next 

give  our  attention  to  the  needs  there  as  year 

£!  “  l^yHght  M  hand.  And  the  The  missionaries  do  .nutting  things 
™^d'?Thar;  with  Lottie  Moon  money.  They  multi 

Z S. KSs  m  “  many  ,M  ^ ““ 11  taiW- 

take  ear.  of  the  hareSt.  This  wa“ 

borne  out  in  Parks’  message  to  te  order  10  presen*  “  e,,“- 

convention.  He  said  the  only  limit  to 

the  harvest  in  our  world  today  is  that  Mainly,  they  use  it  in  gathering  in 
there  are  not  enough  workers  to  wit-  the  harvest,  in  directing  immortal 
ness  to  those  who  want  to  hear.  Jesus  souls  into  the  way  of  the  Lord, 
said  to  pray  for  more  workers.  Yes,  we  have  only  to  look  to  under- 

Nov.  28  through  Dec.  5  is  the  week  of  stand  and  to  know  that  we  must  be  in- 
prayer  for  that  very  thing.  So  our  volved  We  cannot  remain  indifferent 
mandate  is  clear  We  are  to  pray  for  and  idle. 


“WE  REFER  TO  THE  W.M.U.  DIRECTOR 
AS  OUR  ‘OPTIMIST  IN  RESIDENCE.” 


Fm  a  millionaire 

I’m  a  millionaire,  and  I’m  going  to  and  chocolate  bars  for  $800.  I  didn’t 
frame  my  million-dollar  bill  and  hang  indulge  often,  for  by  the  time  I  had 
it  in  my  office  to  prove  it.  One  problem  climbed  into  my  top  bunk  and  unrolled 
is.  though,  that  I  can'd  spend  it  any-  my  money  and  found  the  right  number 
where  but  Argentina,  where  it  was  of  pesos,  it  was  time  to  go  somewhere 
printed.  Another  problem  is  that  this  besides  the  snack  bar 
million  dollars  (in  pesos)  won'tbuy  an  Wednesday  afternoon.  Mark  and 
awful  lot,  even  there.  Cficile  Alexander  drove  with  Paltie 

Dent  and  me  to  see  a  museum  of  gems 

With  the  missionary,  Susie  Plunk  an<j  stones.  Later,  we  stopped  at  a 
( would  you  believe  a  piano  teacher  sweater  shop  in  La  Falda.  I  bought  W. 
named  Plunk? ),  I  and  my  four  fellow  jj  a  beautiful  soft  sweater,  real  wool 
(or  rather  sister)  travellers,  rode  the  interwoven  with  rabbit  hair,  for 
subway  to  the  heart  of  Buenos  Aires.  91,000,650.  After  spending  thatmuch,  I 
While  Susie  went  to  the  exchange  to  was  ready  for  a  delicious  drink  Mark 
sw§p  our  pennies  and  dollars  for  cen-  and  Cecile  bought  me.  called  the  traga 
tavos  and  pesos,  we  waited  among  the  j^go  ,  the  “long  swallow  '  l.  made  of 
flowers  and  fountains  on  the  palm-  pineapple,  strawberry,  and  peach 
lined  Plaza  de  Mayo,  in  front  of  the  juice. 

Casa  Rosada.  That  s  the  Pink  House  Qn  a  brief  bus  journey  Friday  after  - 
( not  the  White  House )  where  the  pres-  noon  up  into  the  mountains  to  La  Cum- 
ident  of  Argentina  has  his  office.  bria  and  Los  Cocos.  I  got  a  little  leather 

Susie  explained  that,  approximate-  map  of  Argentina  for  $135,000  and  two 
ly.  in  U  S.  dollars,  1,000  pesos  now  dolls,  a  gauchd  and  a  senorita,  for 
equals  2c;  10.000  pesos-20c;  100,000  $49,500  each.  That  night  I  still  had  a 

pesos,  $2;  500.000  pesos— $10;  and  a  billfold  packed  full  of  money.  In  the 
million  pesos— $20.  Was  I  ever  glad  I’d  dining  room  at  camp.  Leon  White  and 
brought  an  extra  billfold,  for  suddenly  Jimmy  Simpkins  saw  me  counting  myj 
I  had  reams  of  money!  When  it  was  bills,  and  agreed  to  take  them  off  my 
time  to  pay  for  ariy thing,  I  nearly  went  hands  in  exchange  for  a  million  dollar 
crazy  trying  to  pick  out  the  right  bills.  bilLI  kept  it.  as  a  gift  to  myself.  Every 
By  the  time  I  got  my  wad  unrolled  and  time  I  look  at  it.  I' will  remind  myself 
found  what  I  needed .  one  of  my  friends  that  I  really  am  a  millionaire 
had  paid  my  bill.  Pretty  soon  (I  At  this  Thanksgiving  time.  I  have 
strongly  suspected),  they  were  think-  been  counting  my  blessings.  As  I  think 


Thanksgiving  should  be  everyday 


The  actions  of  the  convention 


Only  two  resolutions  were  passed  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
this  year,  but  both  were  highly  sig¬ 
nificant  In  both  cases  the  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord  will  be  seeking  to  give  support  in 
whatever  way  it  can  to  the  needs  that 
the  resolutions  address 

The  first  of  these  two  resolutions  an¬ 
nounces  that  I9R3  has  been  designated 
as’  ‘‘The  Year  of  the  Tithe  The  com¬ 
plete  resolution  was  printed  in  last 
week's  issue.  but  it  seems  well  to  point 
ouVhere  that- the  resolution  notes  the 
strength  that  “will  be  given  to  the 
churches  and  to  world  missions  causes 
when  our  people  understand  and  ac¬ 
cept  the  tithe  as  a  minimum  guide  for 
giving  “  It  points  out  that  one  of  the 
major  needs  in  churches  is  to  teach 
and  lead  members  to  understand  and 
accept  the  Biblical  tithe  as  a  minimum 
guide  for  support  of  the  Lord's  work 

The  resolution  lists  seven  points  of 
action  suggested  for  implementing  its 
cause,  including  emphases  on  tithing 
in  churches.  Sunday  school  lessons 
concerning  its  need,  sermons  from  the 
pulpits,  teaching  by  families,  and  as  a 


basis  for  contributions.  It  asks  the 
Baptist  Record  to  call  on  church  lay 
leaders  “to  support  a  tithing  emphasis 
in  the  churches  during  the  year. "  This 
we  will  be  j^leased  to  do  with  all  of  the 
ability  we  can  muster 

The  other  resolution  speaks  to  the 
drug  traffic  in  the  state.  It  also  was 
reproduced  last  week,  but  it  would  be 
well  at  this  point  to  note  that  the  resol¬ 
ution  notes  that  drugs  contribute  to 
“pervasive,  destructive,  and  corrup¬ 
tive  practices"  that  destroy  lives  and 
character  and  challenge  law  enforce¬ 
ment  and  civilization.  It  opposes  the 
use.  sale,  and  trafficing  in  illegal 
drugs,  encourages  strick  enforcement 
of  laws  governing  the  sale  and  use  of 
such  drugs,  and  expresses  concern 
and  sympathy  for  those  caught  in  the 
web  of  drugs  in  any  form.  It  expresses 
a  dedication  to  pray  for  the  recovery 
and  rehabilitation  of  the  victims  of 
drug  abuse 

Two  other  resolutions  presented  to 
the  convention  were  not  acted  upon  by 
the  convention.  One  opposed  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  a  condensed  version  of  the 


Bible  by  Reader's  Digest,  and  the  vered  to  the  convention  and  because  of 
other  called  for  a  fact-finding  commis  the  responsible  nature  with  which  the 
sion  “to  consider  charges  that  policies  convention  handled  the  matters 
and  practices  at  Mississippi  College  placed  before  it.  it  was  a  fine  conven- 
are  contrary  to  the  standards  of  Mis-  tion. 

sissippi  Baptists. "  Both  of  these  resol-  Its  influence  will  be  felt  throughout 
utions  and  the  discussion  relating  to  the  world,  and  that's  what  it  was  all 
them  were  presented  in  material  on  about.  It  was.  essentially,  a  missions 
the  convention  last  week  meeting.  That  is  what  it  was  supposed 

Additional  action  taken  by  the  con-  to  be.  and  it  was. 
vention  that  bears  particular  recogni-  >  , 

tion  is  a  motion  that  passed  unanim-  p  1  •  at  i 

ously  and  was  subsequently  acted  vricIIHlIlS  dl  WOiK 
upon  that  the  convention  pray  for  An  inadvertent  typographical  error 
Ricky  Edwards,  recently  resigned  in  an  article  two  weeks  ago  by  W. 
pastor  of  Pass  Road  Church  in  Levon  Moore  changed  the  meaning  of 
Gulfport,  his  family,  and  for  the  a  sentence.  Moore  had  written,  “I  have 
church  and  its  leadership  Just  prior  to  been  on  the  lonely  side  of  an  issue  be- 
the  convention  Edwards  was  arrested  fore,  and  I  may  be  the  only  one  in  the 
by  federal  authorities  for  violation  of  state  who  feels  this  way  about  this 
currency  regulations.  According  to  matter.  .  . ."  That  was  the  way  the 
those  close  to  him,  he  maintains  his  galley  proof  sheet  read:  but  printed  in 
innocence  of  the  charges.  His  innocent  the  paper  was  the  sentence.  “I  have  Argentina  that  at  another  restaurant  I 
or  guilt  however,  was  not  a  factor  in  been  on  the  only  side  of  an  issue  be-  got  a  steak  dinner  for  975.000. 
the  decision  of  the  convention  to  make  fore.  .  .  .*’  It  was  the  result  of  the  oper-  .  . 

him  and  the  circumstances  surround-  ation  of  a  force  known  to  newspaper  _  Pnces  are  m,uch  higher  thefe  s,n<;e 
ing  him  a  matter  of  prayer.  people  as  type  gremlins.  the  war.  according  to  a  recent  article 

'Therefore,  because  of  the  high  inspi-  The  title  of  the  article  was,  “Let's  in  Commission.  For  instance,  mtssio- 
ration  provided  by  the  messages  deli-  reverse  this  trend."  nai7  Jame  a  P11186  “fj 

r  0  nnct  Cl  R  flT  I  I  act  I  onnorv  umnlH 


During  our  stay  there  we  were  able  On  firing  pastors 
to  visit  with  numerous  friends,  speak 
to  five  churches,  arrange  some  pend-  Editor:  i 

ing  business  with  the  Nicaraguan  Bap-  This  is  in  response  to  the  article  by 
tist  Convention  and  our  mission  there.  Don  G.  Nerreri,  pastor  of  New  Zion 
and  to  secure  permission  to  ship  out  Church  in  Braxton.  I  quote  the  last 
our  household  furnishings  and  per-  paragraph  of  the  article.  “The 
sonal  possessions.  We  originally  plan-  epidemic  of  firing  pastors  must  be 
ned  to  stay  nine  days  but  necessary  stopped 

paper  work  delayed  us  During  that  I  was  raised  in  a  home  where  I  was 
time  we  felt  the  Lord  was  leading  and  taught  to  obey  authority  that  included 
strengthening  us  during  what  was  an  the  police,  teacher,  principal,  priest, 
emotional  and  tense  experience.  The  pastor,  aged,  etc.  At  age  66  1  still  re- 
greatest  struggle  was  that  of  breaking  spect  authority  and  especially  God  s 
emotional  ties  we  have  with  so  many  man.  Times  are  changing  and  no  pas- 
friends  and  churches  tor  can  hide  behind  the  title  of  “Re- 

We  felt  a  strong,  spiritual  warmth  verend"  and  use  it  for  a  shield  to  cover 
among  church-goers  and  a  deep  fra-  UP  bis  laziness,  unconcern,  immoral- 
ternal  love.  At  the  same  time  we  could  *ty,  and  even  disbelief!  If  a  lazy, 
detect  the  tensions  and  scars  left  by  worthless  store  clerk  can  be  fired,  why 
the  revolution  and  its  on-going  influ-  “t 8  shiftless  pastor? 
ence.  Oh,  you  say,  there  are  no  pas  tors  like 

We  would  like  to  thank  Mississippi  that!!  Wrong!! 

Baptist  friends  who  have  prayed  for  us  Let  me  give  you  several  true  illus- 
during  recent  months.  We  are  grateful  Nations. 

to  God  that  He  allowed  us  to  return.  .  L  The  man  who  stands  up  in  his  pul- 
have  a  good  visit,  arrange  mission  bus-  P*t  week  after  week  and  brazenly  tells 
iness  there,  and  to  bring  out  our  house-  fhe  congregation,  the  deacons,  and  the 
hold  and  personal  things  Lord  whom  he  has  promised  to  serve 

Even  though  our  service  in  that  he  did  not  have  time  to  prepare  his 
Nicaragua  has  been  terminated,  we  sermons  because  he  was  too  busy.  Too 
will  continue  to  love  the  people  and  busy  was  private  business! 
churches  there  as  we  did  when  we  2.  The  man  wo  advises  the  congrega- 

lived  there  Now  we  feel  free  to  give  L°n  lb  at  the  Lord  s  Supper  is  not 
ourselves  completely  over  to  the  important— its  only  a  memorial 
Lord's  work  here  in  Honduras.  Even  3.  The  ope  who  says  the  church  does 
though  the  door  for  our  ministry  in  n°l  ne*d  any  special  prayer  groups— 
Nicaragua  has  dosed,  the  Lord  has  the  Wednesday  night  prayer  service 
opened  before  us  another  door  for  ef-  takes  care  of  that, 
fectua)  service.  We're  grateful  for  A  The  guy  who  uses  the  tithes  and 
that.  Southern  Baptists  have  a  won-  offerings  from  one  whole  Sunday  to 
derful  missionary  team  serving  here  repair  and  add  on  to  his  own,  private 
throughout  all  the  country  in  a  multi-  house  located  miles  away  from  the 
faceted  ministry  including  evan-  church.  1 

gelism  and  church  development,  med-  5.  The  one  who  prays  to  Father  Ab- 
ical  and  Christian  social  ministries,  raham!! 

and  theological  education,  all  in  coop-  6.  The  scores  of  preachers  who  have 
eration  with  the  Honduras  Baptist  replaced  the  Gospel  with  plain  out 
Convention.  garbage 

Stanley  D.  Stamps  7  Tbe  a**®1  climber  who  starts  a 

Apartado  2  ministry  and  just  as  soon  as  3  new  con- 

LaCeiba  Honduras  verts  are  added  he  wants  tostartbuild- 


Letlers  10  the  editor  must  be  limited 
to  300  words,  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer 
Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  re¬ 
served  under  all  circumstances,  and 
the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the 
staff  of  the  Baptist  Record. 


Annuity  Board  assets 
exceed  $1  billion 


Ministry  in  Honduras 

Editor: 

Glenna  and  I  are  rejoicing  that  we 
were  able  to  make  a  successful  visit  to 
Managua.  Nicaragua.  October  14-31. 
After  our  first  effort  to  return  on  Sep¬ 
tember  4.  was  frustrated  when  immi¬ 
gration  offirials  did  not  allow  us  to  en¬ 
ter,  we  were  subsequently  granted 
permission  to  visit. 


naa  io  oe  cui.-c.unor  ,  By  Furr  , 

_  DALLAS  ( BP  i  —Assets  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Annuity  Board  have  ex- 
Aim  at  heaven  and  you  get  the  earth  ceeded  91  billion  for  the  first  time  in 
thrown  in.  Aim  at  earth  and  you  get  board  history  trustees  were  told  in  the 
neither.  C.  S.  Lewis  fall  meeting. 
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My  entire  theology  can  be  condensed 
into  four  words:  “Jesus  died  for  me." 
Charles  Spurgeon 
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McAlpin  dered  to  preach. 

He  married  Pearl  Rankin,  who 
now  deceased;  they  had  seven  chi 
dren.  McAlpin  served  as  pastor  for 
years.  He  lives  now  near  Magee  and 
a  member  of  First  Church,  Magee. 


□  Album 


Jbul/-/  Now'  "The  Gtft  L*u3hter"  can  be  yours,  with  a  new,  live  album 
IJ'Ar-*-'  by  Grady  Nutt,  popular  star  of  TV’s  "Hee  Haw.” 

Grady's  delightful  blend  of  down  home  wisdom  and  humor  have  earned  him 
the  title  "Prime  Minister  of  Humor,"  as  well  as  the  nomination  as  Country  Music 
Comedy  Act  of  the  tear  for  the  past  two  years  by  the  Music  City  News.  He  was 
also  honored  with  the  1982  Christian  Service  Award  from  the  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

•The  Gift  of  Laughter"  is  the  kind  of  laughter  and  wisdom  the  whole  family  will 
enjoy.  Get  it  for  yourself,  for  your  family,  for  your  friends.  For  MasterCard  and  Visa 
orders,  call  toll-free  1-800-531-5255,  Ext.  812.  Or  send  in  the  coupon  above. 


G  R  AD 


of  Laughter 


Some  ot 

bv  Hec  Ha-  ' 
p„me 


Hur^o* 


f  '  •  I. 

MKs  are  special  people 


By  Lola  M.  Autry 

Children  of  missionary  parents  are 
called  MKs,  meaning  missionary  kids, 
and  they  are  children  with  special 
problems  and  special  blessings.  The 
calling  of  their  parents  is  first  to  the 
Lord.  This  does  not  mean  the  children 
are  neglected,  but  it  does  mean  ad¬ 
justment  to  the  work  of  their  parents  is 
a  daily  thing.  To  some  as  they  grow 
older  come  feelings  of  insecurity,  of 
not  truly  belonging  anywhere.  They 
are  U.S.  citizens,  but  have  very  little 
first  hand  knowledge  of  their  country. 
They  are  not  citizens  of  the  country  in 
which  they  grow  up,  and  rarely  feel 
completely  at  one  with  it.  High  school 
age  children  in  Argentina  often  are 
sent  to  the  American  School  in  Buenos 
Aires,  having  to  leave  home  and  fam¬ 
ily  at  an  early  age  in  order  to  receive 
the  education  their  parents  want  for 
them. 

MKs  are  often  precocious  children, 
and  this  in  itself  can  be  a  problem. 
They  benefit  from  the  education  of 
their  parents,  plus  an  independence 
bom  of  necessity,  and  the  knowledge 
that  they  were  bom  into  homes  of  pa¬ 
rents  who  were  “called  out”  by  God 
Often  they  are  intellectually  ahead  of 
their  age  group,  and  because  of  this  a 
number  of  younger  MKs  do  not  attend  • 
public  school,  but  are  taught  at  home. 
This  creates  some  problems  while 
doing  away  with  others.  For  these  pre¬ 
cocious  children  boredom  can  be  a 
problem.  A  Bible  study  was  being  told 
to  a  young  group  at  the  Camp.  A  six 
year  old  spoke,  “I’m  bored!”  he  an¬ 
nounced.  “I've  known  this  story  all  my 
life.” 

Picture  mentally  the  Baptist  camp 
at  Thea  in  the  low  sierras  of  Argentina. 

It  is  October  and  the  time  of  the  Mas¬ 
ter  Life  Conference  for  missionaries  in 
Argentina,  Paraguay  and  Uruguay.  In 
one  of  the  bungalow  dormitories  two 
small  children  are  asleep.  The  time  is 
midnight.  The  door  to  the  room  is  open 
just  enough  that  a  child’s  cry  can  be 
heard.  Outside,  seated  on  the  cold  hall 
floor,  are  the  children’s  parents.  They 
are  studying  materials  for  the  Mas- 
terLife  Conference.  These  parents  at¬ 
tended  conference  sessions  beginning 
about  8  a  m.  and  lasting,  with  brief  re¬ 
cesses,  until  about  ID  p.m.  Now  it  is 
time  for  them  to  study  their  “lessons.” 
But  what  of  the  children?  The  children 
are  asleep,  and  the  parents  are  con-, 
cerned  that  they  rest  well,  and  this  is 
why  the  couple  sitting  on  the  hall 
floor;  available  if  needed;  sacrificing 
their  own  comfort  that  their  babes 
might  be  undisturbed. 

qmkm  d  , 


McWilliams  and  Donna  Durr  of  Clin¬ 
ton,  Joan  Peterson  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
and  I,  of  Hickory  Flat,— in  Argentina 
to  teach  the  missionaries',  children 
during  the  conference— were  familiar 
with  this  nightly  scene.  There  were 
other  parents  sacrificing  in  other  ways 
for  their  children,  but  none  was  more 
graphic  than  the  couplein  the  hallway 

MKs,  like  their  PK  counterparts,  are 
expected  to  be  models  of  good  be¬ 
havior,  but  as  has  been  observed  many 
times,  when  Preachers’  Kids  get  to¬ 
gether  anything  can  happen.  So,  any¬ 
thing  can  happen  when  MKs  from  dif¬ 
ferent  countries  get  together.  One  MK 
at  the  camp  expressed  every  day  her 
feeling  that  no  one  liked  her.  Another 
showed  her  feelings  of  insecurity  by 
drawing  flags  of  the  USA  and  of  the 
country  where  her  parents  served, 
again  and  again.  Still  another  drew 
pictures  of  herself  showing  that  she 
considered  herself  ugly.  Self-portraits 
were  always  stringy-haired  and  fat!  A 
boy,  accustomed  to  doing  as  he 
pleased,  could  not  understand  why  the 
teacher  remained  calm  when  he  be¬ 
came  angry  with  her.  He  was  sur¬ 
prised  at  her  answer :  “Because  I  love 
Jesus  and  He  loves  you,  I  love  you, 
too.”  At  the  other  end  of  the  age  spec¬ 
trum  were  those  who  were  over¬ 
confident  and  overly  sufficient;  want¬ 
ing  nothing  from  peers  or  adults  ex¬ 
cept  to  be  left  alone  to  have  their  own 
way.  Some  older  children  were  inven¬ 
tive  in  the  kinds  of  pranks  they  played 
on  others. 


Does  all  this  sound  normal  to  pa¬ 
rents?  It  should.  Because  MKs  are 
children  just  like  ours.  They  need  an 
abundant  amount  of  love  and  under¬ 
standing.  From  observation  at  the 
camp  I  believe  that  most  parents  of 
these  children  know  of  and  seek  to 
supply  these  needs. 

In  spite  of  problems  MKs  have  spe¬ 
cial  blessings.  Because  of  their  situa¬ 
tions  they  are  blessed  with  parents 
who  try  harder  than  most  parents  to 
fill  in  the  gaps  in  their  lives.  They  are 
blessed  with  parents  who  teach  them 
early  the  truths  of  God’s  Word,  and 
pray  earnestly  and  continuously  for 
the  children.  They  are  blessed  because 
their  salvation  is  not  left  to  a  hope,  but 
is  actively  sought  under  our  Lord’s 
leadership.  MKs  are  blessed  because 
they  are  taught  the  order  of  priorities. 
Even  the  youngest  are  aware  that 
some  things  are  more  important  than 
others.  A  three-year-old  boy  was 
brought  to  his  teacher  at  the  camp 
after  the  evening  meal.  The  child 
looked  at  his  mother  and  said— with 
tears  in  his  eyes — “Mommy,  I  want  to 
be  with  you,  but  if  you  just  have  to  go  to 
that  ‘dumb  old  meeting’  I’d  rather  stay 
here.” 

MKs  are  SPECIAL  PEOPLE  with 
SPECIAL  PARENTS.  Let’s  love  them, 
and  let  them  know  it.  [ 

(Lola  M.  Autry,  photographer  and 
author,  lives  near  Hickory  Flat.  She  is 
the  widow  of  a  Baptist  pastor,  the  late 
E.  A.  Autry.) 


Pattia  Dent  of  Holly  Springs  reads  astory  to  MKs  (the  2's  and  3's)  Jerry  Joule,  Becca 
Garrett,  Becky  Daniels,  and  Kevin  Vick. 


Lota  Autry  of  Hickory  Flat  and  her  MKs  (ages  6, 7, 8)  show  their  puppets'.  Left  to  right 
with  Mrs.  Autry  are  Nelson  Ortiz,  Jeremy  McEntire,  Eddy  Roaten  (MiSs'rssippian) 
Debbie  Daniels  (standing)  Janell  Garrett, 

Jeana  Benfield. 


Wellman  Church,  Lincoln  County, 
has  called  Tommy  Middleton  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music.  Middleton  is  a  student  at 
Mississippi  College. 

Mrs.  Palsy  Guy  Nelson  has  accepted 
the  position  of  minister  of  music  at 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Lincoln 
County. ' 

Beth  Chandler  has  resigned,  effec¬ 
tive  Dec.  31,  1982,  as  minister  of 
youth/activities  at  First  Church,  West 
Point.  She  plans  to  enter  Southwestern 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 

Nelson  Crozier  has  accepted  the  call 
as  pastor  of  West  End  Baptist  Church, 
West  Point. 

Sylvarena  Church’s  pastor.  Matt 
Buckles,  has  resigned  to  accept  the 
pastorate  at  Goss  in  Marion  Associa¬ 
tion. 

Ron  Mumbower  will  begin  Jan.  15  as 
minister  of  counseling  at  First  Church, 
Jackson.  He  is  finishing  a  residency 
requirement  for  the  doctor  of  educa¬ 
tion  degree  in  psychology  and  counsel¬ 
ing  from  Southwestern  Seminary.  He 
is  minister  of  Christian  counseling  f or 
Southcliff  Church,  Fort  Worth,  Tex. ' 

Mumbower’s  hometown  is  Al¬ 
buquerque,  New  Mexico.  He  was 
graduated  from  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University  before  entering  Southwest^ 
ern  Seminary.  He  has  had  experience 
as  a  resort  summer  missionary  at 
Chimney  Rock,  N.C.,  as  a  teacher,  and 
as  a  counselor, 

Elizabeth  Dubberley,  Jonathan  Ford,  and  Michael  L.  Edwards  has  joined  the 

staff  of  Nortlj  Oxford  Baptist  Church, 
Oxford,  as  minister  of  music.  He  was 
minister  of' music  at  First  Baptist 

>  ciw.cju  JM  s™,  MM> 

years.  Edwards  was  graduated  Irom 
Mississippi  College  and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  The  pastor  of  North  Oxford 
is  Lloyd  R.  Humphrey. 


Tishomingo  Chapel  (Alcorn)  has 
called  Victor  Ward  as  pastor. 

Charles  F.  Page  is  now  pastor  of  the 
Peach  Creek  Baptist  Church,  Panola 
County.  He  was  pastor  of  churches  in 
Arkansas  and  West  Tennessee  before 
accepting  this  position.  He  and  his  wife 
teach  in  Memphis  and  spend  weekends 
at  the  Peach  Creek  pastorium.  He  at¬ 
tended  Union  University,  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  received  a  B.S.  degree  at  Mem¬ 
phis  State,  and  attended  Southeastern 
Seminary,  Wake  Forest,  N.C. 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Waynes¬ 
boro,  has  called  Larry  L.  Ballard  as 
pastor.  He  is  a  native  of  Gadsden,  Ala. 

wand  is  a  graduate  of 
^Jacksonville  State 
!  University,  and 
[holds  a  Master  of 
I  Divinity  degree 
?  from  Southern 
Seminary,  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.  'He  has 
.done  additional 
I  work  toward  the 
Ballard  Master  of  Religious 
Education  degree.  Ballard  has  served 
in  the  music  and  pastoral  ministries  of 
churches  in  Kentucky  and  Alabamq. 
He  goes  to  Calvary  from  Blue  Ridge 
Baptist  Church,  Wetumpka,  Ala. 


Morrison  Heights  Church,  CJinton, 
has  called  Jennie  Rebekah  Britt  of 

Barnwell,  S.  C.  as  music  assistant. 
Miss  Britt  is  a  graduate  of  Columbia 
College,  Columbia,  S.  C.,  and  received 
the  Master  of  Church  Music  degree 
from  Southern  Seminary.  Front  1979  to 
1981  she  yuas  pianist  and  younger  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir  director  in  Green.  Acres 
BantistuGIttinch, 

cehfly  she  i  has  been  teaching*  puWw- 
school  music  in  Barnwell.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Glenn  Britt,  retired  pas¬ 
tor,  and  Mrs.  Britt. 
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cfak  Grove  to  S 
mark  100th 


Oak  Grove  Baptist  Church,  Winston 
County,  will  celebrate  its  100th  an¬ 
niversary  on  Nov.  28. 

Activities  will  include  Sunday, 
School  at  10  a.m. ;  worship  service  at  11-; 
a.m.;  dinner  on  the  grounds;  a  1:30  ~ 
p.m.  program  in  which  a  history  of  th&,-> 
church  will  be  presented  by  Mrs.  Jean. . 
Thomas,  and  former  pastors  will  be.- 
recognized. 

Jerry  Stevens,  Winston  director  of-, 
missions,  will  bring  a  devotional  me$-  ,: 
sage.  Ivan  Reynolds  and  Carolyn  An- ;! 
thony  will  direct  the  music.  W.  A. 
McPheeters  is  the  pastor. 

'  f  a 

i 

Corinth  wins 
attendance  banner  % 

Corinth  Baptist;  Church,  Jasper  ..! 
County,  won  the  high  attendance  ban-  . 
ner  at  Jasper  County  M  Night  which  :  , 
was  held  at  Corinth  Church  Nov.  1.  It,  •  • 
was  the  tenth  consecutive  year  Corinth 
had  won  the  attendance  banner.  Edd 
Holloman  is  pastor,  and  Dwight  Mapp 
is  Church  Training  director. 

■First  Church,  Moss  won  the  effi-  , 
ciency  banner  with  96  percent  yearly 
average.  Bethany  -Church  placed  sec¬ 
ond,  with  92  percent  average. 

V.  R.  Crider  dies 

V.  R.  Crider,  74,  Baptist  minister,, , 
died  Wednesday,  Nov.  17,  at  Missis-. 
sippi  Baptist  Medical  Center,  Jackson. 
Funeral  services  were  held  Friday, 
Nov.  19.  at  Cleary  Baptist  Church, 
where  he  was  a  member ,  with  burial  in . ! . 
Brady  Cemetery,  Jeff  Davis  County. 

He  was  born  Sept.  10, 1908,  in  Lincoln 
County,  Miss,,  and  had  lived  in  Flor-,  . 
ence  for  20  years.  His  last  pastorate  r, 
was  at  Damascus  Church  near  Flora!..! 

Crider  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mer;.. , 
tie  C.  Crider;  two  daughters,  Mrs.  ‘ 
David  Johnson  and  Sharon  Crider, 
both  of  Florence;  a  brother,  W.  W. , 
Grider  of  Columbia;  a  sister,  Mrs. 
GTacie  Helms  of  York,  S.  C.;  and  one 
grandchild. 

Crider  went  to  high  school  at  Acadia  , 
Baptist  Academy,  Eunice,  La.  He  re1',; 
ceived  a  B.A.  degree  from  Mississippi'  ; 
College,  and  attended  Southwestern^ 
Seminary.  He  was  licensed  to  tMP  ‘ 
ministry  in  Missouri  in  1933  and  or-  / 
dained  at  First,  Clinton,  Miss.,  in  1938.  ” 
He  had  served  pastorates  in  many 
rural  churches  of  Mississippi,  some*.,, 
times  five  at  a  time,  and  led  many  part, 
time*  churches  to  go  to  full  time.  Duisa 
•  ■  ing  ibis  five ■  or-  more  years:  at  Daraasm 
>cusftt#tikMhatehlirc*i  to'bdgintgivlfigv.' 
to  the  Cooperative  Program,  to  place:- 
the  Baptist  Record  in  its  budget,  and  to:-, 
install  its  first  baptistry.  rf.v 


Yes,  I’d  like 


copies  of  The  Gift  of  Laughter 


j  @  $7.98  each  plus  $1.00  postage  an^  handling. 

I  Mail  to  Oak  River  Productions,  P.  O.  Box  5038,  Louisville,  Kentucky  40205 

For  MasterCard  and  Visa  orders,  call  toll-free  1-800-531-5*55,  Ext.  41*.  p.  cha 


Please  charge  my: 

□  MasterCard 

□  Visa 
Account  No. 


Rob  Crockett,  5,  son  of  Robert  and 
Annette  Crockett,  missionaries  to  Argen- 
tina,  studies  with  Joan  Peterson, 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Pen¬ 
sacola.  Fla.  Rob's  paternal  grandparents 
were  born  in  Mississippi. 


Pine  Grove  to  honor  three 
ordained  fifty  years  ago 


Pine  Grove  Church  in  Magee  will  on 
Dec.  5  honor  three  men  it  ordained  50 
years  ago.  In  a  recognition  service  at 
11  a.m.,  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secret¬ 
ary  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  will  speak.  Glen  Schilling, 
director  of  missions  for  Simpson 
County  Baptists,  will  make  a  special 
presentation  at  1  p.m.,  following  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds. 

The  three  men  to  be  honored  include 
Barney  Padgett,  the  current  pastor; 
C.  J.  Hughes;  and  Z.  B.  McAlpin. 

Padgett  and  Hughes  were  ordained 
Thanksgiving  Day,  1932,  and  McAlpin 
on  Christmas  Day  that  year 

The  three  have  been  pastor  of  a  total 
of  63  churches  in  their  150  yearsof 
ministry.  Hughes  retired  from  Good- 
water  Church,  Smith  County.  And 
McAlpin  retired  from  Galilee  Church, 
Rankin  County. 

Barney  Padgett  was  born  Jan.  26, 
1910.  in  Smith  County  After  one  year 
e  he  taught  in  the  public 

- schools  of  Simpson 

County  for  nine 
years,  while  serv¬ 
ing  rural  pastor¬ 
ates.  Then  he  got  his 

B.  A.  degree  from 
Mississippi  College 
and  Th.  M  degree 
from  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  was 
„  baptized  at  Pine 
rch  (Simpson)  at  age  17. 
married  Mary  Ludie  Gill, 
tad  four  children,  one  who 
uicy.  He  has  served  as  pas- 
lurches,  the  longest  pastor- 
nce  Street  Church,  New  Or- 


Donna  Durr  of  Clinton,  right,  relaxes  with  some  of  the  (at  least)  23  youths,  sons  and 
daughters  of  missionaries,  to  whom  she  taught  the  January  Bible  study  unit  on 
James,  and  with  whom  she  participated  in  crafts,  and  recreational  and  music  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Carroll  Jackson, 
minister,  dies 

Carroll  Jackson,  76,  of  130  Manches¬ 
ter  Avenue,  Jackson,  died  Nov.  20  at 
Miss.  Baptist  Medical  Center.  Funeral 
services  were  held  Nov.  22  at  Wright 
and  Ferguson  Funeral  Home  Chapel, 
with  burial  Nov.  23  in  Moore  Memorial 
Gardens,  Arlington,  Tex.  Jackson,  a 
retired  minister,  was  a  member  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Ruth 
Bond;  sons,  Richard  A.  Jackson,  pas¬ 
tor  of  North  Phoenix  Baptist  Church, 
\Phoenix,  Ariz;  and  Chuck  Bob  of 
Jackson;  daughters,' Mrs.  Walter 
(Vera)  Brown  of  Garland,  Texas,  and 
Mrs.  Melton  (Carol)  Kunkel  of  Cop¬ 
peras  Cove,  Tex.  two  sisters;  seven 
grandchildren;  and  three  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

Jackson  was  born  in  Granger,  Tex. 
He  was  a  former  long  time  resident  of 
Fort  Worth,  and  had  lived  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  for  five  yeafs.  He  was  a  former 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Grapevine,  Tex  , and  had  served  other 
pastorates  in  Texas,  Okla.,  Colo.,  and 
Miss.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary. 


STREET  ADDRESS 


Exp.  Date 


C;  J.  Hughes,  born  Oct.  1, 1909,  lived 
iii  Pine  Grove  Church  community 
and  in  various  other  places  in  Simp¬ 
son  County.  He 
married  Winnie 
Jane  Meadows. 

Hughes  attended 
Clarke  College  and 
received  the  B.A. 
degree  from  Mis- 
College.  He 
as  pastor  of 
29  churches  in 
Hughes  seven  adjoining 
counties  (Scott,  Simpson,  Smith, 
Jasper,  Jones,  Covington,  and 
Lamar),  as  well  as  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church,  Tombstone,  Ariz. ,  and 
First  Baptist,  Picacho,  Ariz. 

After  a  heart  attack  in  1973,  he  re¬ 
covered  and  served  as  pastor  of  Good- 
water  (Smith),  Later,  when  he  found 
the  pressures  of  the  pastorate  too 
great,  he  retired.  Now  he  lives  near 
Florence. 

Z.  B.  McAlpin  was  born  Feb.  15, 1899, 
in  Smith  County.  He  finished  high 
school  at  {Smith  County  A.  H.  S.  and 
began  teaching  in 
1919— and  taught 
school  for  45  years. 
He  got  a  B.S.  degree 
from  Mississippi 
College  in  1928  and 
a  year’s 
graduate  work  at 
Southern.  During 
1929,  he  surren¬ 
dered  to  preach. 
Pearl  Rankin,  who  is 
,  they  had  seven  chil- 
for  46 
is 


the  title 
Comedy  Act  of  the 
also  honored  with 
Commission  of  the 

’The 


Colonial  Hills  Church,  Southaven: 

Dec.  5-10;  at  7  nightly;  Bill  Stafford, 
Chattanooga,'  Tenn.,  evangelist; 
Tommy  Vinson,  pastor. 

1  t  K* 

Glade  Churcl),  Laurel :  Nov.  28  -  Dec. 
1;  evangelists,  Tommy  and  Diane 
Winders  of  Tupelo;  pa  vid  Satterwhite, 
pastor. 


Hot  heads  and  cold  hearts  never  sol¬ 
ved  anything.  Billy  Graham 
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Corinth  Church,  Jasper  County,  has 
awarded  perfect  attendance  pins  to 
Diane  McKee  for  two  years  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  and  Shannon  McKee  for  four 
years  perfect  attendance. 


A  Thanksgiving  Prayer 

Gracious  Father,  as  the  mantle  of  winter  casts  its  shadow  across  the  fading 
flowers  and  fruits  of  fall,  we  pause  to  praise  thee  for  the  long  days  of  summer 
when  under  cloudless  skies  the  fields  brought  forth  their  bounty. 

Merciful  Father,  as  we  revel  in  the  material  bounties  of  thy  hand,  may  we  also 
he  grateful  for  thy  goodness  that  hath  created  us,  thy  love  that  hath  redeemed  us, 
thy  providence  that  shelters  us,  thy  discipline  that  chastens  us,  and  thy  patience 


An  autumn  sky 

Softly  sighs  the  texture 
of  Autumn’s  mellow  sky. 
Memories  there  reflected— 
The  joys  of  days  gone  by. 

Lost  in  all  that  crispness, 
Entwined  and  fused  as  one; 

Are  laughter,  pain,  and  sorrow, 
And  labors  we  have  done. 


Easthaven  Church,  Brookhaven  has 
ordained  Billy  Crider  and  Glen  Holden 
as  deacons. 

Gerald  Fowler  was  licensed  to 
preach  at  Lowrey  Memorial  Baptist 
Church,  Tippah  County,  Oct.  24. 
Richard  C.  Spencer  is  pastor. 

Souenlovie  Baptist  Church,  Clarke 
County,  in  October  celebrated  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  its  pastor,  Parker 
Chancellor.  Chancellor,  his  wife  Jo- 
Ann,  and  daughter,  Cindy,  moved  to 
Souenlovie  from  Alabama  in  October, 
1972.  During  the  ten  years,  Mrs.  Chan¬ 
cellor  has  served  the  church  as  pianist. 
A  new  sanctuary  has  been  constructed 
and  is  now  free  of  debt.  There  have 
been  many  additions  to  the  church  by 
baptism  and  letteri 


that  bears  with  us. 

Generous  father,  give  us  more.  Give  us  hearts  to  love  and  praise  thee,  minds  to 
know  thee,  wills  to  serve  thee,  feet  to  follow  thee,  eyes  to  see  thee,  hands  to  serve 
thee. 

But  most  of  all,  give  us  of  thyself.  Without  thee,  the  “fields  strive  in  vain  to  look 
gay  '  The  whole  world  is  a  mere  trinket,  a  trifle.  It  is  thee— and  not  thy  gifts— for 
which  we  crave.  Amen. 

—Bob  Hastings 

I  thank  him  that  I’m  free  to  go 
To  church  and  worship  there, 

Also  for  friends  and  family 
Who  think  of  me  and  care. 


But  I  see  more  than  memories 
On  Autumn’s  canvas  spread; 

I  see  visions  of  tomorrow, 
Fulfillment  of  all  He’s  said. 


Thanksgiving  Day 

Thanksgiving  day,  a  special  day 
And  what  a  great  tradition! 

To  take  a  day  to  thank  the  Lord, 

For  another  year’s  transition. 

I  thank  him  for  America 
For  the  beauty  that  I  see. 

From  the  white  sands  of  her  beaches 
To  her  mountain  majesty. 


Oh,  the  joy  that’s  coming 
When  I  shall  finally  see, 

The  face  of  Autumn’s  Maker 
The  One  who  died  for  me. 


Gerald  D.  Dye  was  licensed  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Sept.  26  at  WallerviUe 
Baptist  Church,  Union  County.  He  is 
available  for  interim,  supply  preach¬ 
ing,  revivals,  or  pastorate.  His  ad¬ 
dress  is  Rt.  3,  Blue  Springs,  Miss, 
(phone  534-6794). 

1  Nancy  Lynn  Rice  had  her  recital 
debut  at  Carnegie  Recital  Hall  on 
November  15  at  8  p.m.  She  is  assistant 
professor  of  piano  at  William  Carey 
College  in  Hattiesburg.  She  received 
her  early  musical  training  in 
Huntsville,  Ala.  Also  she  studied  at 
Peabody  Conservatory  in  Baltimore, 
and  later  received  a  Master  of  Music 
degree  at  the  Juilliard  School. 


—Chip  Davidson 
Jackson 


Now  I  face  another  year, 

A  year  that  is  brand  new, 

And  may  I  live  with  a  thankful  heart 
Eaich  day,  the  whole  year  through. 

r-f  I 

—Ruth  Norsworthy  Crager 
State  Line  .  , 


South  Louisville  Church,  Louisville: 
Oct.  1-10;  Gary  Rivers,  pastor,  reports 
that  as  a  result  of  a  revival  with  Lee 
Castro  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as 
evangelist,  88  made  professions  of 
faith,  and  two  joined  churches  by  let¬ 
ter.  Of  the  88  professions  of  faith,  32 
joined  the  South  Louisville  Church  for 
baptism  and  13  joined  other  churches; 
thirty-three  made  professions  of  faith 
at  a  school,  three  at  a  nursing  home, 
one  at  a  shopping  center  parking  lot, 
and  six  at  the  jail.  “South  Louisville 
Church  has  significantly  increased  in 
Sunday  School  and  Church  Training 
in  both  enrollment  and  attendance, 
during  October,”  Rivers  said. 


Devotional 


Yazoo  City  mission  in  Brazil 

The  Chu rch  of  Hope,  Baptist  chu rch  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazi I,  David  Gomes,  pastor, 
has  bought  a  building  and  property  for  its  mission  at  Passa  Quatro,  with  the  help  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City,  Miss.  The  building,  top  photo,  has  recently  been 
remodeled.  In  bottom  photo  are  homes  of  some  of  the  Passa  Quatro  members.  (The 
baby  at  right  is  holding  a  Bible.)  First  Baptist  Church,  Yazoo  City.  James  Yates, 
pastor,  also  helps  to  provide  a  salary  for  the  pastor  of  the  Passa  Quatro  mission. 


1  nanksgiving  jor 
a  family  heritage 

By  Robert  B.  Barnes,  faculty,  New  Orleans  Seminary 
Jeremiah  6:16 

1  can  still  hear  the  conversation  of  the  teenagers  as  I  rode  home  on  the  stree 
car:  “I  don’t  know  who  will  be  home  when  I  get  there  today.”  "Oh,  my  mother 
will  have  left  me  a  note  as  to  what  I'm  to  do.”  And  so  it  went.  I  couldn’t  help  but 
think  how  different  it  had  always  been  with  my  family.  Our 
jy  v4  mama  had  always  been  home.  I’m  thankful  for  many  of  the 

memories  I  have  of  home 

Oh.  I  don  't  .want  to  go  back  to  the  “good  old  days”  when  we 
had  a  wood  stove  (although  nothing  since  has  baked  biscuits 
and  sweet  potatoes  like  it  did),  an  ice  box.  and  had  to  take  a 
bath  in  the  winter  in  a  wash  tub  in  front  of  that  stove.  The  only 
remedies  for  what  ailed  us  on  the  inside  were  castor  oil  or 
castoria  and  for  the  outside  turpentine  and  Mercurochrome. 

But  we  were  taught,  among  other  things,  to  respect  our 
Barnes  elders,  to  tell  the  truth,  not  to  steal,  and  the  value  of  a  good 
name.  Why,  if  the  teacher  rapped  you  onthe  knuckles  with  a  ruler  for  misbehav¬ 
ing.  you  wouldn't  dare  tell  Mama.  And  tjie  time  Mama  marched  me  back  to  the 
grocery  store  to  tell  the  owner  I  was  sort*  for  taking  something  I  hadn’ t  paid  for 
made  an  indelible  impression. 

The  Lord  said  to  Jeremiah  not  to  just  ask  for  the  ancient  or  old  pa  ths  but  for  the 
good  way  and  to  walk  in  it  and  they  would  find  rest  for  their  souls.  (Jeremiah 
6;  16 1 .  Shall  we  reject  what  is  good  just  because  it  may  be  old?  Can  we  turn  to  Evergreen  (Winston):  weekend  re- 
God  sword  today  and  let  the  Holy  Spirit  help  us  see  the  “good  way”  in  family  life  vival;  Oct.  29-31;  Leonard  Howell, 
and  then  walk  in  it?  The  world  has  made  a  mockery  of  much  of  what  God  has  said  pastor,  Glenfield,  New  Albany, 
and  there  is  much  turmoil  in  mari  tal  and  family  relationships.  A  return  to  the  old  evangelist ;  the  church  had  a  sizable 
but  good  can  give  “rest”  to  all  who  will  wal^  in  it.  I’m  grateful  for  the  good  I  was  increase  in  Sunday  School  Oct.  31,  with 
taught  and  shown  in  days  of  old  by  my  family.  101  present. 


Crowder  Baptist  Church  honored  C. 
A.  Southerland  on  his  third  anniver¬ 
sary  as  music  and  youth  director.  A 
guitar  was  presented  to  him  by  the 
church.  David  Lee  is  pastor. 

Mrs.  Jamie  Ford  recently  marked 
her  25th  anniversary  as  church  sec- 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  H.  Rush,  mis-  Mary  Alice  Ditsworth,  missionary  to  retary  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Haz- 

sionaries  who  have  been  at  the  orienta-  Indonesia,  may  be  addressed  at  Jl.  lehurst. 

tion  center  at  Callaway  Gardens,  Ga. .  Hegarmanah  77,  Bandung,  Indonesia.  Hepzibah  Church,  Jeff  Davis  As- 
this  fall,  are  moving  this  month  to  A  native  of  Mississippi,  she  was  born  in  sociation,  held  a  special  recognition 

service  Oct.  20,  to  honor  Mrs.  Pauline 

CjHjB  Chance,  the  church 
IHH  pianist  far  46  years. 
^^HThe  church  gave 
s  -'9  Mrs.  Chance  a  gift. 

"  Also  each  member 
.  ^^contributed  a 
comment,  which 
had  been  placed  on 
^^Htape.  A  cake,  with 
^^■the  numerals,  45, 
Chance  was  served.  Toxie 
Hedgepeth  is  pastor.  When  Mrs. 
Chance  became  pianist  in  1936,  E.  B. 
Shivers  was  the  pastor. 


Earl  and  Mamie  Lou  Posey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  the  Philippines,  have 
completed  furlough  and  returned  to 
the  field  (address:  Box  7,  Baguio, 
Philippines  0201).  She  was  born  in 
Lucedale.  Miss. 

Elton  and  Dottie  Gray,  missionaries 
to  Japan,  are  in  the  States  on  medical 
leave  (address:  300  Walnut  St.,  Marks, 
Miss.  38646).  SHe  is  the  former  Dottie 
Eavenson  of  Marks,  Miss. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glendon  D.  Grober, 

missionaries  to  Brazil,  have  returned 
to  the  States  for  furlough  ( address :  717 
North  Hughes,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 
72205).  (! 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  M.  Starkey, 
missionaries  to  Benin,  have  completed 
fuHohgh  and  returned  to  the  field  (ad- 
di]ess -Mission Baptiste,  BP  137, Bohi- 
con,  Benin). 


Uniform 


ance  to  God  Faith  and  influence 


Defense  of  authority 

By  Gene  Henderson,  pastor,  Fairview,  Paul  recognized  two  basic 
Columbus  guidelines  in  the  scope  of  his  ministry. 

II  Cor.  10.-7-18;  11:5  He  was  called  as  a  minister  to  the  Gen- 

_  ,  tiles  (cf.  Acts  9: 15;  Gal.  2:9).  Paul  also 

Paul  wrote  these  final  chapters  in  II  determined  to  be  a  pioneer  missio- 
Corinthians  to  appeal  to  a  minority  nary.  Re  did  not  build  upon  another’s 
f-who  were  yet  critical  of  him  and  his  foundation.  He  planted  the  gospel  wit- 
minritry.  They  were  still  influenced  hy  ness  in  unevangelized  areas  (10:16b). 
false  teachers  who  accused  Paul  of  The  Corinthians  were  Gentiles  and 
cowardice  ( 10: 1-6),  weakness  ( 10:7-  Paui  was  the  first  to  preach  the  gospel 
11),  and  overstepping  his  authority  t0  them.  Certainly  he  was  within  the 
( 10:12-18).  Paul  countered  these  confines  of  his  sphere  of  ministry, 
charges  and  vindicated  himself  Paul  further  explained  his  hope  to 
through  “foolish  boasting”  (11:1-12).  preach  the  gospel  to  the  regions 
He  revealed  the  true  character  of  his  beyond  Corinth  ( Rome  and  Spain ) 
critics  (11:12-15).  -  when  the  circumstances  at  Corinth 

I.  Response  to  the  charge  of  weakness  were  settled  and  they  had  grown  stable 

» ( 10 :7-ll )  in  their  faith.  He  also  hoped  that  they 

Pauls  accusers  confused  his  gentle-  would  support  ( enlarged )  him  in  these 
ness  with  weakness.  They  would  soon  mission  efforts  ( 10:15). 
realize  their  mistake  if  they  did  not  Boasting  should  be  in  what  the  Lord 
comply  in  obedience.  Paul  argued  that  has  done  and  not  human  achievement, 
careful  examination  (“look  at”)  Paul  said.  God  will  give  the  ultimate 
would  verify  his  consistency  (10:7a).  approval  not  the  person  boasting  or  his 
Apparently,  the  ringleader  had  ex-  peers  (10:18). 
pressed  the  personal  conviction  that  jn  Revelation  of  the  character  of  his 
Paul  was  not  genuine  in  his  Christian  critics  (11:5) 
experience  Paul  countered  that  per-  P£ul  vindicated  himself  with  refer- 
sonal  conviction  was  not  adequate,  ence  to  his  critics  by  means  of  what  he 

The  evidence  must  be  considered  called  “foolishness”  or  boasting.  He 
(10:7b).  Paul  could  boast  that  he  had  did  not  want  to  do  it,  but  he  was  corn- 
nothing  to  fear  when  his  authority  was  peiied  to  do  so  because  of  the  Corint- 
tested.  The  Lord  had  given  him  the  hians  (pf.  12:11)  and  his  jealous  love 

ministry  of  edification  not  destruction  for  them  (11:1.2)  He  feared  that  they 

(10:8).  The  church  at  Corinth  was  would  be  led  astray  from  Christ  and 
proof  of  Paul  s  ministry.  the  gospel  through  subtlety  and  decep- 

Paul  apparently  had  been  accused  of  tjon  ( n  ;3>. 

inconsistency  in  his  letters  and  in  his  Paul  was  not  in  any  way  inferior  to 
personal  conduct.  In  a  tactful  manner  his  critics,  whom  he  called  “super- 

Paul  countered  the  charge  indicating  apostles."  His  reluctance  to  acoept  fi- 

that  his  deeds  would  match  his  words  nancial  support  from  the  Corinthians 

when  he  was  present  (10:11).  His  ac-  Was  not'  an  admission  of  inferiority, 

cusers  were  accurate  in  their  assess-  Pau,  ^  deciined  ^  support  because 

ment  of  his  letters.  They  were  weighty  ^  loved  the  Corinthians  and  did  not 

( impressive)  and!  strong  (direct).  But  Want  to  be  a  burden  to  them  (11:7-11). 

his  critics  were  Wrong  about  his  per-  Furthermore,  Paul  did  not  want  to 

sonal  conduct.  His  gentleness  was  mis-  gjve  those  like  his  accusers  an  oppor- 

taken  for  feebleness.  He  did  not  at-  tunity  to  compare  themselves  with 

tempt  by  Greek  rhetoric  (speech)  to  him  in  the  matter  of  money  (11:12). 

persuade  anyone  1 10:7).  His  conduct  Paul  was,  in  fact,  superior  to  the 
was  consistent  with  the  example  of  “super-apostles.”  He  described  them 

Christ  (10:1)  and  his  speech  was  con-  as  faj^  apostles,  deceitful  workers, 

sistent  with  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  ^  slants  0f  Satan  ( 11 : 13-15) .  They 

<  cf .  I  Cor.  2:1-5).  merely  disguised  themselves  as  ser- 

II.  Response  to  the  charge  of  overstep-  vants  of  Christ.  Paul  insinuated  that 

ping  authority  ( 10 : 12-18 )  they  preached  another  Jesus,  received 

Paul  refused  to  resort  to  a  foolish  another  spirit,  and  had  a  different  gos- 
comparison  with  his  critics.  Their  pel  (ljl:4). 

foolishness,  lack  of  understanding.  Spiritual  leaders  who  manifest  the 

was  manifested  by  their  practice  of  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ  - ,  — 0... 

measuring  themselves  by  one  another  should  be  respected  and  followed,  the  posjtiai,  and  engaged  in  power 

(10:12).  Paul  would  examine  himself  Theiii  right  to  authority  will  be  evi-  politics  to  secure  it. 

only  with  regard  to  his  God  given  denced  in  their  conduct.  Leadership  The  men  t>f§hechem  made  the  mis- 
ministry.  He  was  certain  that  he  had  that  focuses  upon  the  individual  and  take  of  judging  the  fitness  of 

not  exceeded  the  sphere  of  his  appor-  not  Christ  and  that  denies  or  perverts  Abimelech  to  be  king  by  the  eagerness 

tioned  ministry  .  Corinth  came  within  the  gospel  of  Christ  should  be  rejected,  with  which  he  sought  the  job. 

the  purview  of  Paul  s  field  of  service  Careful  examination  of  the  evidence  Abimelech  arranged  the  mtirder  of  his 

,}0:i3i.  is  necessary  to  determine  truth.  seventy  brothers,  and  the  Shechemites 


pared  the  tongue  to  the  little  bit  placed 
in  a  horse’s  mouth  by  which  the  rider  is 
able  to  control  the  animal.  Second, 
James  compared  it  to  the  rudder  that 
allowed  the  pilot  to  set  the  direction  of 
a  big  ship.  And  third,  it  was  like  a  small 
spark  (hat  had  the  potential  of  creating 
a  forest  fire. 

James  pointed  out  that  the  tongue 
has  such  potential  for  evil.  The  spark 
(spoken  wrong  or  evil)  that  leaves  a 
vast  wasteland  or  smoldering  ashes  is 
started  by  the  fire  of  hell.  It  has  its 
source  from  below.  The  tongue  is  so 
difficult  to  bring  under  control.  It  is  so 
inconsistent.  One  moment  it  speaks 
truth  and  the  next  tells  a  lie.  It  can 
praise  and  curse.  “My  brethren,  this 
ought  not  to  be  so”  (v.10). 

The  Life  (3 : 13-18).  One  of  the  works 
resulting  from  faith  is  a  life  that  exerts 
the  right  kind  of  influence.  “.  .  .  By  his 
good  life  let  him  show  his  works  ...” 
(v.13).  A  person  who  derives  wisdom 
from  above  (God)  develops  certain 
virtues  that  have  a  positive  and  good 
influence  on  others. 

There  is  another  kind  of  wisdom  that 
is  “earthly,  unspiritual  and  devilish” 
(v.15,).  A  person  who  is  controlled  by 
envy  and  selfish  ambition  should  not 
boast  of  wisdom  from  above.  Actually 
pride  and  boasting  are  totally  incon¬ 
sistent  with  godly  wisdom.  The  wis¬ 
dom  from  above  is  exhibited  by  meek¬ 
ness.  , 

In  verse  17  James  gave  the  charac¬ 
teristics  displayed  by  one  who  had 
wisdom  from  above.  Such  a  person  is 
pure,  calmly  certain  and  deeply  sin¬ 
cere.  This  person  is  not  abrasive  in  his 
dealings,  rather  exudes  good  will, 
calmness,  understanding,  helpfulness 
and  seeks  to  uplift  others.  This  verse  is 
a  good  one  to  memorize,  to  study  the 
meaning  of  each  word  and  to  inter¬ 
nalize  its  message. 

On  the  other  hand  the  wisdom  from 
below,  boastful  in  its  nature,  stem¬ 
ming  from  self-centeredness,  pro¬ 
duces  “disorder  and  every  vile  prac¬ 
tice”  (v-16). 

Finally,  James  wanted  his  readers 
to  understand  that  Christian  faith 
would  influence  relationships.  Its  in¬ 
fluence  would  encourage  men  to  live  in 
peace  with  God  and  others  and  thus 
provide  the  environment  for  righte¬ 
ousness  to  grow. 


By  David  McCubbin,  associate 

By  Charles  S.  Davis,  financed  the  hired  killers.  Only  pastor.  First,  Meridian 

associate  Jotham.  Gideon's  youngest  son.  was  James  3 

professor  of  Bible,  MC  able  to  escape  the  mass  murder.  Influence  has  to  do  with  the  power  or 

Judges  8:22  to  9:57  Abimelech  had  himself  declared  king  ability  of  something  or  someone  to 

A  chapel  speaker  recently  joked  that  in  the  city  of  Shechem.  cause  some  kind  of  change  in  another 

an  honest  politician  is  one  who  when  III.  Jotham’s  parable  (9:6-21)  without  apparent  force  or  authority, 

he’s  bought,  stays  bought.  There  are  Mt.  Ebal  and  Mt.  Gerizim  formed  a  People  are  creatures  of  influence.  We 
probably  more  jokes  on  dishonest  natural  amphitheatre  around  the  city  influence  others  and  are  influenced  by 
politicians  than  on  any  other  subject,  of  Shechem.  When  Jotham  heard  that  others.  It  is  a  two  way  street  with  traf- 
and  the  myth  that  “politics  is  dirty”  is  the  Shechemites  had  made  Abimelech  fic  on  it  constantly.  For  the  Christian, 

a  very  ancient  one  and  very  difficult  to  king,  he  climbed  the  lofty  heights  of  the  commitment  t<^  Christ  as  Lord 

dispel.  One  of  the  lessons  which  this  Mt.  Gerizim  and  addressed  the  coro- .  should  certainly  have  an  effect  on  the 

Scripture  passage  teaches  is  that  the  nation  assembly  below.  By  means  of  a  influence  he  or  she  exerts  on  others, 
selfishness  which  allows  public  offices  vivid  parable,  or  fable,  he  showed  James  wrote  of  works  as  an  integral 
to  come  into  the  hands  of  inferior  men  them  how  foolish  they  were  to  make  extension  of  faith.  “For  ' as  the  body 
is  a  sin  on  the  part  of  the  more  capable.  Abimelech  king.  apart  from  the  Spirit  is  dead .  so  faith 

In  this  election  month  of  November  we  The  fable  dealt  with  the  selection  of  a  apart  from  works  is  dead”  (2:26).  He 

need  to  be  reminded  that  whether  by  tree  to  become  king  over  the  other  then  cautioned  his  readers  concerning 
default  or  by  our  choices,  we  help  de-  trees.  The  trees  first  offered  kingship  the  work  of  teaching.  A  teacher  will  be 
termine  the  quality  of  our  leadership,  to  the  olive  tree,  but  the  olive  tree  held  more  accountable  because  of  his 
I.  Gideon’s  perceptivity  (8:22-23)  chose  to  continue  rendering  service  to  potential  to  influence  others.  James 
By  acting  with  faith,  courage,  and  God  and  man  for  which  it  was  uniquely  saw  this  to  be  true  especially  in  two 
diplomacy,  Gideon  had  proved  himself  suited.  areas,  the  way  the  teacher  lived  and 

to  be  an  able  and  appealing  leader.  The  The  fig  tree,  in  turn,  refused  to  for-  the  use  of  the  tongue, 

men  of  Israel  were  willing  to  pledge  sake  its  important  function  of  fruit-  Now,  I  have  interpreted  this  as  di- 
their  allegiance  to  Gideon,  for  they  bearing  and  declined  to  exercise  au-  rected  to  teachers  and  aspiring 
considered  him  a  hero— the  author  of  thority  over  the  other  trees.  teachers  in  the  church.  You  might  well 

their  deliverance  from  the  Midianites!  Likewise,  the  vine  was  much  too  say,  “I’m  not  a  teacher  so  it  is  not 

Gideon,  however,  was  a  wise,  sensi-  preoccupied  with  the  production  of  applicable  to  me.”  I  don’t  think  James 
ble,  and  perceptive  man.  He  knew  that  grapes  to  desire  the  role  of  kingship,  so  would  let  any  of  us  off  the  hook.  Every 
he  was  not  the  source  of  their  salva-  the  vine  refused  the  offer.  Only  the  Christian  influences  others  by  what  he 
tion;  he  was  only  the  channel  of  God’s  choice  of  last  resort,  a  worthless  says  and  the  way  he  lives.  It’s  just  that 
grace.  His  success  in  defeating  the  bramble  bush  which  could  provide  no  teachers  have  a  greater  sphere  of  in- 
Midianites  was  not  due  to  natural  en-  fruit  or  no  shade,  was  willing  to  accept  fluence. 

dowment  but  because  of  God’s  em-  the  offer  of  kingship.  The  question  might  be  asked,  “Why 

powerment.  Therefore,  Gideon  re-  In  the  fable  the  olive  tree,  the  fig  should  anyone  become  a  teacher  in  a 
fused  the  request  of  the  men  of  Israel  tree,  and  the  vine  represented  Gideon,  church  if  in  doing  so  he  is  going  to  be 
to  establish  hereditary  kingship.  Their  who  refused  the  kingship  on  the  basis  held  more  accountable?  ’’  James  cer- 
desire  was  certainly  not  all  had.  They  of  God-honoring  logic  and  loyalty.  The  tainly  warned  about  jumping  at  the 
wanted  to  preserve  the  current  unity  of  bramble  bush  represented  Abimelech,  opportunity  to  teach  for  the  wrong  mo- 
the  tribes.  They  wanted  to  avoid  the  the  worthless  and  dangerous  fellow  tives  and  without  due  consideration  of 
instability  which  recurred  with  the  whom  the  Shechemites  had  chosen  as  the  potential  to  influence  others.  How- 
passing  of  each  of  their  judges.  How-  their  king.  ever,  we  need  to  remember  Jesus’ 

ever,  they  were  unwilling  to  exercise  IV.  God's  punishment  (9.-50-57)  parable  of  the  talents.  If  we  have  the 

the  continuous  faith  commitment  After  an  abortive  three  year  attempt  ability,  the  gift  of  teaching,  we  cer- 
which  was  required  to  allow  God  alone  to  rule,  Abimelech’s  relationship  with  tainly  cannot  escape  accountability  by 


Off  the  Record 


Q.  Why  does  an  elephant  sit  on  a 
marshmallow? 

A.  So  he  won’t  fall  in  the  hot  choco¬ 
late. 


